July 26, 2020

Season of Pentecost

PREPARATION for WORSHIP
Lord, set your blessing on us
as we begin this day together.
Confirm in us the truth
by which we rightly live;
confront us with the truth
from which we wrongly turn.
We ask not for what we want
but for what you know we need,
as we offer this day and ourselves
for you and to you
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
PRELUDE

Voluntary on LOBE DEN HERREN

Hugh S. Livingston, Jr., 2006

WELCOME
CALL to WORSHIP
LEADER: From the rising of the sun till its setting in the west,
PEOPLE: God’s holy name be praised.
LEADER: On the lips of children, by babies at the breast,
PEOPLE: God’s holy name be praised.
LEADER: In the visions of the old and the dreaming of the young,
PEOPLE: God’s holy name be praised.
LEADER: In the banquet hall of heaven and the forgotten corners of our hearts,
PEOPLE: God’s holy name be praised.
LEADER: Let all that has life and breath praise the Lord.
PEOPLE: AMEN. WE PRAISE THE LORD!

HYMN OF PRAISE, No. 15

All Creatures of Our God and King

Tune: LAST UNS ERFREUEN

CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O God our Creator, your kindness has brought us the gift of a new morning. Help us to leave
yesterday, and not to covet tomorrow but to accept the uniqueness of today. By your love celebrated
in your Word, seen in your Son, brought nearby your Spirit, take from us what we need to carry no
longer, so that we may be free again to choose to serve you and to be served by each other; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
We believe that God forgives and set us free; and at the day’s beginning, we commit ourselves to
following where Christ calls and to loving one another.

SUNG RESPONSE, No. 59

The Steadfast Love of the Lord

TUNE: THE STEADFAST LOVE OF THE LORD

PASSING THE PEACE
A READING FROM SCRIPTURE

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-46

He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took
and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of
shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.’
He told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in
with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.’
The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy
he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.
Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great
value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.
SERMON
OFFERING

“Investments and Acquisitions”

“Domine Deus” from Gloria, RV 589
Susan Noble, Soprano
Lord God, King of Heaven, God the almighty Father.

Rev. Clinton G. Roberts
Antonio Vivaldi, 1716

DOXOLOGY No. 609
Praise God, from whom all blessing flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below. Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Tune: LAST UNS ERFREUEN

JOYS and CONCERNS
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
RECOGNITION of SERVICE: Rev. Dr. Chip Hardwick
Mary Watanabe, Clerk of Session
Mike Adams, Elder
HYMN OF SENDING, No. 310

I Love Thy Kingdom

Tune: ST. THOMAS

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Bound for the Promised Land

*To give online or fulfill your pledge: FirstChurchLF.org/give
*To give to our COVID-19 Fund: FirstChurchLF.org/give/covid-fund-donations
*For information on our Mission Food Depot: FirstChurchLF.org/mission-food-depot
Pastor Kristie day off is on Friday. Pastor Clint’s day off is on Friday.
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