September 13, 2020

Season of Pentecost
Festival Sunday
Baptism

PRAYER OF INVOCATION
O Source of growth and light, come!
Slip into our distracted hearts with every dawn.
Breathe on all within us that resists growth.
Come encourage us to stretch toward the light.
Warm us with your abiding presence.
Challenge our lethargic spirits.
Walk with us into deep, green spaces.
God, Son and Holy Spirit, Come!
PRELUDE

A Jubilant Rondo

Cynthia Dobrinski, 2012

WELCOME
*CALL to WORSHIP
Psalm 103
Leader: Bless the Lord, O my soul,
People: And all that is within me, bless God’s holy name.
Leader: Bless the Lord, O my soul,
People: Who crowns us with steadfast love and mercy, who satisfies us with good as long as
we live, so that our youth is renewed like the eagle’s.
Leader: Bless the Lord, all his works, in all places of his dominion.
People: Bless the Lord, O my soul!

*Please stand if you are able

*HYMN OF PRAISE No. 415

*Please stand if you are able

Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy

Tune: RESTORATION

CALL TO CONFESSION
If we claim to be sinless, we are self-deceived and strangers to the truth. If we confess our sins,
God is just, and may be trusted to forgive our sins and cleanse us from every kind of wrong. Let
us admit our sin before God:
Almighty God, you love us, but we have not loved you; you call, but we have not listened. We
walk away from neighbors in need, wrapped up in our own concerns. We have gone along
with evil, with prejudice, violence, denial and greed. God our Father, help us to face up to
ourselves, so that, as you move toward us in mercy, we may repent, turn to you, and receive
forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Leader: This statement is completely reliable and should be universally accepted: Christ Jesus
came into the world to rescue sinners. Friends: believe the good news of the gospel.
People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

*Please stand if you are able

SUNG RESPONSE No. 90

Wait for the Lord

Tune: WAIT FOR THE LORD

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Rev. Clinton G. Roberts, Rev. Kristie W. Finley
Receiving the sacrament of baptism: Tess Covy Bernardi, child of Matthew and Kristi (Reed)
Bernardi; James Lincoln Mynhier & Milo Landon Mynhier, children of JD and Amy (Landon)
Mynhier
Congregational Question
Leader: Do you, as members of the church of Jesus Christ, promise to guide and nurture
this child of God by word and deed, with love and prayer, encouraging her to know and
follow Jesus, and to be a faithful member of His church?
People: We do.

*Please stand if you are able

*Apostles' Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his
only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; he descended into hell; the
third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall
come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sin; the resurrection of the body; and
the life everlasting. Amen.
The Welcome
With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you into Christ’s church. We are all members of
the household of God and family through Jesus Christ.
SUNG RESPONSE

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

*Please stand if you are able

Lord Jesus Christ, our Lord Most Dear

Tune: VOM HIMMEL HOCH

A READING FROM SCRIPTURE

Matthew 5:1-12

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples
came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:
‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.
‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you
falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same
way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
SERMON

“Who Is Really Blessed?”

OFFERING

Chorale St. Antonii Hadyn/Brahms, arr. R. J. Ward, 1987

*DOXOLOGY, No. 606
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
*Please stand if you are able

Rev. Clinton G. Roberts

Tune: OLD HUNDREDTH

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.
INTRODUCTION OF THE PLANSOEN SCHOLARS
Angela Addante
Tebatso Duba
Jamari Tansmore

Rev. Dr. Don Dempsey

Carlson Ayanlaja
Chantel Smith

SHARING OF OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS
PASTORAL PRAYER
*HYMN OF SENDING, 804

*Please stand if you are able

Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!

Marion

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Celebration in G

Michael R. Keller, 1993

*To give online or fulfill your pledge: FirstChurchLF.org/give
*To give to our COVID-19 Fund: FirstChurchLF.org/give/covid-fund-donations
*For information on our Mission Food Depot: FirstChurchLF.org/mission-food-depot
Pastor Kristie day off is on Friday. Pastor Clint’s day off is on Friday.

Participants in worship:
Rev. Kristie W. Finley
Rev. Clint G. Roberts
Rev. Dr. Don Dempsey
Jim Cochrane
Sarah Seccombe
Barry Wenger
Tuesday Bell Choir

*Please stand if you are able

