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Rev. Kristie Finley 
October 4, 2020, World Communion Sunday 

Sermon 
 
Today’s scripture is from Matthew 6:1-15 
‘Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for then you have 
no reward from your Father in heaven. 
‘So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the 
synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have 
received their reward. But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right 
hand is doing, so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will 
reward you. 
 ‘And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the 
synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they 
have received their reward. But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and 
pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
‘When you are praying, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do; for they think that 
they will be heard because of their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows 
what you need before you ask him. 
‘Pray then in this way: All together 
Our Father in heaven, 
   hallowed be your name. 
   Your kingdom come. 
   Your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread. 
   And forgive us our debts, 
     as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
   And lead us not into temptation,   
     but deliver us from evil. 
For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you; but if 
you do not forgive others, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 
This is the word of the Lord. 
 

Surprise, is a common reaction we have to reading the Bible. I have become used to being 
surprised, but this week I came to realize that this good surprise I find in the scriptures, has 
been a comfort during these surprising times. It is a gift from God once again. Surprise knocks 
us off kilter, if we find surprise as informative instead of upsetting; it opens us to new things. 

In our scripture today Jesus continues teaching on the mountainside. Continuing to surprise the 
disciples also I’m sure. 

Jesus always seems to boil it down for us, giving us the words and images to lead us. This is a 
pretty straight forward lesson. Jesus tell us to do nothing that will draw attention to us. Even 
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good things like praying, giving to those in need, this is also the message in the following verses 
on fasting. We are to remember who the glory is directed to, God, not us. We must recognize 
that whatever we have to give, large or small, come from God. 

Jesus tells us to go to God in private to pray. God wants to spend time with us when we are not 
distracted by the noise of life. One of the images the Bible gives us of God is that of parent, a 
loving parents who has known us always. I love my children’s spouses and partners, but I 
hunger for those times I can have them to myself. There isn’t anything secret I want to tell 
them, nothing I don’t want to say in front of the others, but as a mother, who still sees them as 
my babies, I want to look into the face of each one and see them, not as a child, but as the adult 
they have grown into. I feel this is what God is desiring as well. To dwell with us, to refill us with 
love. 

Skye invites us to “begin our prayers by admitting our weakness humbly asking for God’s 
guidance, not just to lead us away from sin, but into God’s presence.” I love that image, not 
being afraid of God, but wanting to be drawn closer into a relationship with God.  

We hear in our study of What if Jesus was Serious, on the Lord’s Prayer the surprising title for 
Part 5 – A Prayer for Losers. The title comes from Ray Pritchard who tells us that in that part of 
the Lord’s Prayer where we ask God to not lead us into temptation is intended for pathetic 
losers. This was one of the many surprises found in Skye’s book. It makes you scratch your 
head, we bristle at the thought of the followers of Jesus as losers, us as losers. But, in our 
culture if you cannot be the one leading, being out front you are a loser. Pritchard tells us that 
when we pray, Lead us, we are relinquishing our false belief that we are really in control. We 
are nothing without God.This prayer points to our total reliance on God, our God who is here, 
and everywhere. We rely on God to lead us and God to feed us. God’s abundant grace and 
mercy.  

This text comes to us just when we need it. We live in a time when everything is uncertain. We 
have to make decisions in which we analyze the risk of even going out to dinner, or to visit 
those we hold dear. Our level of trust is low. Our trust in science, the government, our schools, 
each other, to make the best decisions, any decision, especially ourselves.  

Jesus again reminds us of where we should place our trust. In God. We need to remember that 
our God is the one who led the Hebrews out of Israel, who created the earth, and all that is in 
it, and the stars and the sun and the moon. Who came as Jesus to live with us and die for us. 

I’m not saying that we are to sit and wait for God to take care of us, God created us to be 
partners. So this need to pray, to be with God and listen is even more important for us today. 
When we pray we will no longer hear the distractions with which our culture bombards us. Our 
culture points us towards ourselves, to be individuals first. God calls us to be in community, not 
to be alone. Redirecting our vision and focus outside ourselves, from the individual to the 
community. This prayer is all us’, and we’s, no I’s or me’s. 

When we pray we will hear the call to care for our neighbor, the neighbor who does not have 
enough bread, we can be the hands of God. If we think about our daily bread as what we need 
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for that day, sharing what our neighbor might need for one day is not as daunting as thinking 
what they will need for everyday. 

Today, we can fill the food depot with bread for the boys and girls club. We can literally do 
what we are called to – feed our brothers and sisters who are hungry. It is a small act for many 
of us that will have a huge impact, and we can do it as Jesus calls us to – quietly and without 
fanfare. Just drop it and go. Say a prayer with and for us all as you do so. 

When we pray we will be praying for our enemy. Remember, the Lord’s Prayer is a communal 
prayer. We are all praying for guidance, for our daily bread, for our forgiveness. Our enemy is in 
that prayer too. It is important to remember that we are asking to be forgiven, as we forgive 
others. We don’t list our sins, and we don’t list the sins of the other. We ask that we , we, all 
are forgiven. 

When we pray we will not always have the same words. I remember the first time I prayed the 
Lord’s Prayer with a group of Methodist seminary students and pastors. When it came to the 
words, forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, they were all shocked that I said, 
trespasses and trespassed against us. It was surprising to them that I knew “their “words as 
they called them. In dinner church we invited everyone to use the words they were most 
familiar with – debts or trespasses or sins. Specific words should not matter, I don’t believe God 
cares. God cares that we pray, because God knows what is in our heart before any word leaves 
our mouth.  

When we pray it is not always easy. I understand why we are afraid to pray publicly. I think 
there is a whole lot tied up there. We don’t want to look foolish, or not only embarrass our self, 
but maybe even God. I felt that way when I first started praying with others. But a very wise 
woman modeled for me that we just need to have a conversation with God, in our own words. 
They will be authentic and true. The words are not about us, as Jesus reminds us today, they 
are for others and for ourselves, all of us.  

I was visiting Rita Fossell this week and we talked about prayer. Those of you who have heard 
Rita pray, know her words come from her heart. Rita said years ago, she was terrified to pray 
aloud and she tried to avoid it, but she came to know that God had put on her heart the need 
to pray and she could not get away from God. Praying is like all spiritual disciplines, it takes 
practice. 

When we pray we will have the words. In public or alone, we have the words. Jesus gave them 
to us, why would we think that we could come up with anything better?  

When we pray this prayer it can transform us. It will shape us more into the likeness God 
desires for us. Jesus tells the disciples that when  you pray in private God already knows what is 
in our hearts, what we need to be forgiven for and who we need to forgive. It changes us, how 
much more when we are doing it together. We teach this to our children, a prayer that we can 
say together. How powerful a message is that for them. This is the first prayer my grandsons 
prayed. To hear these words out of the mouths of babes changes us, it changes me. 
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One of the things I most miss during these times, is hearing this prayer prayed aloud. I like to 
whisper the Lord’s Prayer in worship so that I can hear us all saying it together, not just my 
amplified voice. Trust that before too long we will be able to say it out loud together. Until that 
time, imagine you hear the voices of the community, all those you love saying it with you. Know 
that God hears us all together, us and all Christians around the world who are saying those 
words in whatever language. Together, just as we come to the table together on this world 
communion Sunday. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 


