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October 25, 2020   Season of Pentecost 
    Reformation Sunday 
PRAYER for the DAY 

God of our mothers and fathers, you raised up brave and able people to reform your church. We 
confess that we have lost our way again and need a new reformation. We are content with 
consuming religion, with too much money and too little charity; we cultivate indifference. Lord, 
let your word shake us up, and your Spirit renew us, so that we may repent, enlarge our faith, 
and never shrink from sacrifice; in the name of Jesus Christ our only Lord and Savior. Amen. 

PRELUDE A Mighty Fortress Martin Luther, 1483–1546 

  Arr. Cathy Moklebust, 2010 

WELCOME                

*CALL to WORSHIP  -The Heidelberg Catechism (1563) 

Leader:  What is your only comfort, in life and in death? 
People:  That I belong—body and soul, in life and in death—not to myself,  

but to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Leader:  Why do you call him “Our Lord?” 
People:  Because, not with gold or silver but at the cost of his blood, he has redeemed us body 

and soul from sin and all the dominion of the devil, and bought us for his very own. 
Leader:  How many things must you know that you may live and die in the blessedness of this 

comfort? 
People:  Three. First, the greatness of my sin. Second, how I am freed from all my sins and 

their  wretched consequences. Third, what gratitude I owe to God for such 
redemption! 
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*HYMN OF PRAISE, No. 624 I Greet Thee, Who my Sure Redeemer Art Tune: TOULON 

I greet thee, who my sure Redeemer art,  

my only trust and Savior of my heart, 

Who pain didst undergo for my poor sake; 

I pray thee from our hearts all cares to take. 

Thou art the King of mercy and of grace, 

reigning omnipotent in every place: 

So come, O King, and our whole being sway; 

shine on us with the light of thy pure day. 

Thou art the life, by which alone we live, 

and all our substance and our strength receive; 

Sustain us by thy faith and by thy power, 

and give us strength in every trying hour. 

Thou hast the true and perfect gentleness; 

no harshness hast thou and no bitterness. 

O grant to us the grace we find in thee, 

that we may dwell in perfect unity. 

Our hope is in no other save in thee; 

our faith is built upon thy promise free; 

Lord, give us peace, and make us calm and sure, 

that in thy strength we evermore endure. 

  
*CALL TO CONFESSION     -Colossians 2:12 

We have been buried with Christ in baptism, in order that we might be raised to new life with him 
through faith in the power of God. Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.  
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*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

For failing to love others as you have loved us….God of grace, forgive us. 

For wasting your gifts and hoarding our goods…God of grace, forgive us. 

For plundering the earth and abusing the planet…God of grace, forgive us. 

For fearing those who are strange to us and ignoring those in need….God of grace, forgive us. 

For losing heart and abandoning hope…God of grace, forgive us. 

For all the ways we turn from you…God of grace, forgive us. 

We offer our prayers in the name of the One who saves us, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

Leader: Our righteousness is found in Christ alone, a gift of God by faith. Beloved people of 

God, believe the good news: through the grace of Jesus Christ we are forgiven.  

People: Thanks be to God. 

*SUNG RESPONSE In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful Tune: IN THE LORD 

In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful, in the Lord I will rejoice! 
Look to God, do not be afraid. 
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near, lift up your voices, the Lord is near. 

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

THE PSALTER  Psalm 145: 13b–21 

The Lord is faithful in all his words, 
   and gracious in all his deeds. 
The Lord upholds all who are falling, 
   and raises up all who are bowed down. 
The eyes of all look to you, 
   and you give them their food in due season. 
You open your hand, 
   satisfying the desire of every living thing. 
The Lord is just in all his ways, 
   and kind in all his doings. 
The Lord is near to all who call on him, 
   to all who call on him in truth. 
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He fulfils the desire of all who fear him; 
   he also hears their cry, and saves them. 
The Lord watches over all who love him, 
   but all the wicked he will destroy. 

My mouth will speak the praise of the Lord, 
   and all flesh will bless his holy name for ever and ever. 

*DOXOLOGY, No. 606   Tune: OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God, all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts. 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

SHARING OF OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,  

as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  

Amen. 

  

OFFERING                              Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise                                 Welsh Melody  

  Arr. Douglas E. Wagner, 1986 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

 

GOSPEL LESSON   Matthew 7: 28–29 

Now when Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were astounded at his 

teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as their scribes. 
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Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 SERMON What if Jesus was Serious? Skye Jethani 

*HYMN OF SENDING                   Our God, We Are a Church Reformed          Tune: AZMON 

Our God, we are a church reformed, 
a church reforming still: 
we long to grow in your true Word, 
and follow more your will. 

In love, you bring your people here 
and call your church to you, 
that we may know salvation’s joy 
and serve in all we do. 

The world makes gods of lesser things, 
and wrongly uses power; 
so by your Spirit may we work 
for justice every hour. 

Copyright ©1998 Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. Used with Permission. 

 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

*POSTLUDE Festive Trumpet Tune      David German, 1990 

  

QUESTIONS and ANSWERS with SKYE JETHANI  

 

The flowers in the niches are given in celebration of Christina Lee Bennett’s sixth year as 

a member of this faith community 
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*To give online or fulfill your pledge: FirstChurchLF.org/give 

*To give to our COVID-19 Fund: FirstChurchLF.org/give/covid-fund-donations 

*For information on our Mission Food Depot: FirstChurchLF.org/mission-food-depot 

 

Pastor Kristie’s day off is on Friday. Pastor Clint’s day off is on Friday. 

 

 

 

We are so happy to have you in worship with us today. We are doing our best to follow all safety 

precautions and we ask that you help us by doing the following: 

 

 Wear a face covering the entire time you are in the church 

 Remain in your seat until the service concludes 

 Refrain from singing 

 At the conclusion of the service, please take this bulletin 

 Maintain 6 feet distance from others who are not in your household 

 Please do not stop to talk with others until you are in the parking lot 

 If at any time in the coming week you develop symptoms of COVID-19 (fever, dry 

cough, muscle aches) please contact Debbie Tometz at 847-234-6250 or 

dtometz@firstchurchlf.org 

 

 

Worship Participants 

Skye Jethani 

Rev. Clint Roberts 

Carl Traynor, Liturgist 

Barry Wenger, Director of Bells and Organist 

Chancel Bells 

 Tom Tropp, Director of Music and Arts 

Susan Noble, Director of Children’s Music 

Peter, Will and T.S Elliot, AV Support 
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