
 

 

November 29, 2020                      First Sunday of Advent 

                                           

PRAYER for DAY 
Covenant God, you send us messengers to 
cleanse and refine us for your coming. 
Help us endure the mirror of the prophets’ message, 
that we may see you when you suddenly 
appear among us; 
Through Jesus Christ. Amen. 
  

PRELUDE                                 Prepare the Royal Highway                           Swedish folk tune  
                                                                                                               arr. Robert A. Hobby, 2003   

THE WELCOME 

LIGHTING of the ADVENT WREATH 

The Gantz and Ciarrocchi Families 

 

 



CALL to WORSHIP  Isa. 57:14-15 

Build up, build up, prepare the way, 
remove every obstruction from my people’s way. 
The Holy One calls and we will answer;  
revive our spirits, Lord, and bring peace to 
our longing souls. 
 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE, No 106 Prepare the Way, O Zion TUNE: BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN 

 
Prepare the way, O Zion, your Christ is drawing near! 
Let every hill and valley a level way appear. 
Greet One who comes in glory, foretold in sacred story. 
O blest is Christ who came in God’s most holy name. 
 
He brings God’s rule, O Zion; he comes from heaven above. 
His rule is peace and freedom, and justice, truth, and love. 
Lift high your praise resounding, for grace and joy abounding. 
O blest is Christ who came in God’s most holy name. 
 
Fling wide your gates, O Zion; you Savior’s rule embrace, 
and tidings of salvation proclaim in every place. 
All lands will bow rejoicing, their adoration voicing. 
O blest is Christ who came in God’s most holy name. 
 
CALL to CONFESSION  Isa. 57:15 
The Lord is with those who are contrite 
and humble in spirit. 
Let us trust in God’s mercy as we confess our sins. 
 
 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER of CONFESSION 

Faithful God, you have sent us prophets 

and we have not listened. 

We have turned away from you and  

from one another, 

tending to our own ways, rather than 

making way for your reign. 

We have chosen silence over proclamation. 

Forgive us, we pray, and renew your covenant 

within us, 

for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  

 

DECLARATION of FORGIVENESS   

Friends, I am confident of this: 

if we repent, God is sure to forgive us. 

The Lord has looked favorably on his people 

and redeemed them. 

Grateful for the promise of joy and of peace, 

let us share that peace with one another. 

 

SUNG RESPONSE  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Tune: VENI EMMANUEL 

O come, O come, Emmanuel,  

and ransom captive Israel,  

that mourns in lonely exile here  

until the Son of God appear.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  

shall come to thee, O Israel. 

PASSING the PEACE of CHRIST 

PRAYER for ILLUMINATION 

 

 



A READING FROM SCRIPTURE                      Luke 1:5-22 

 In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged 
to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and her name was 
Elizabeth. Both of them were righteous before God, living blamelessly according to all 
the commandments and regulations of the Lord. But they had no children, because 
Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years. 

Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on duty, he was 
chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the 
Lord and offer incense. Now at the time of the incense-offering, the whole assembly of 
the people was praying outside. Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, 
standing at the right side of the altar of incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was 
terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. But the angel said to him, ‘Do not be afraid, 
Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and 
you will name him John. You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his 
birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong 
drink; even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. He will turn many of the 
people of Israel to the Lord their God. With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go 
before him, to turn the hearts of parents to their children, and the disobedient to the 
wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.’ Zechariah said 
to the angel, ‘How will I know that this is so? For I am an old man, and my wife is getting 
on in years.’ The angel replied, ‘I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have 
been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. But now, because you did 
not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you will become mute, unable 
to speak, until the day these things occur…’ 

Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at his delay in the 
sanctuary. When he did come out, he could not speak to them, and they realized that he 
had seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept motioning to them and remained unable to 
speak. 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 



SERMON               “The Meaning of Memory”  Rev. Kristie W. Finley 

OFFERTORY   

SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,  

as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  

Amen. 

 

HYMN of SENDING, No 88 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel   TUNE: VENI EMMANUEL 

O come, O come, Emmanuel,  

and ransom captive Israel,  

that mourns in lonely exile here 

 until the Son of God appear.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

O come, thou Wisdom from on high,  

who orderest all things mightily:  

to us the path of knowledge show;  

and teach us in her ways to go.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

 

 



O come, O come, thou Lord of might,  

who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height 

 in ancient times didst give the law  

in cloud and majesty and awe.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  

shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

O come, thou Root of Jesse,  

free thine own from Satan’s tyranny;  

from depths of hell thy people save  

and give them victory o’er the grave. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  

shall come to thee, O Israel. 

  

CHARGE and BENEDICTION            

POSTLUDE                        O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide              arr. Wilbur Held, 1998 

   
 

                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*To give online or fulfill your pledge: FirstChurchLF.org/give 

*To give to our COVID-19 Fund: FirstChurchLF.org/give/covid-fund-donations 

*For information on our Mission Food Depot: FirstChurchLF.org/mission-food-depot 

 

Pastor Kristie’s day off is on Friday. Pastor Clint’s day off is on Monday. 
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