
 

November 15, 2020  Season of Pentecost 
   Stewardship Sunday 
                                           
PREPARATION for WORSHIP 
The knowledge of death, for all the grimness of realism it introduces to life, is what gives daily 
and yearly existence meaning.  Humans no longer have immortality, but they have history, 
memory and hope.  Remembering is the root of trust, hoping is the center of faith. 
   -Martin E. Marty 

PRELUDE                                       Prelude in a Classic Style                                    Gordon Young, 1966   

THE WELCOME 

CALL to WORSHIP  - from Psalm 90 

Leader: Lord you have been our refuge from one generation to another. 
People: Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the earth were                
born, from age to age you are God. 
 
Leader: Show your servants your works, and your splendor to their children.  
People: May the graciousness of the Lord our God be upon us; Lord, prosper the work of our 
hands. 
 
 
  



HYMN of PRAISE, No. 307 God of Grace, and God of Glory Tune: CWM RHONDDA 
 

God of grace and God of glory,  
on thy people Pour thy power;  
crown thine ancient church’s story;  
bring its bud to glorious flower.  
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
for the facing of this hour,  
for the facing of this hour. 
 
Lo! The hosts of evil round us  
scorn thy Christ, assail his ways!  
From the fears that long have bound us  
free our hearts to faith and praise.  
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 
for the living of these days,  
for the living of these day. 
 
Cure thy children’s warring madness;  
bend our pride to thy control;  
shame our wanton, selfish gladness,  
rich in things and poor in soul.  
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  
lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal,  
lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal. 
 
Save us from weak resignation  
to the evils we deplore.  
Let the gift of thy salvation  
be our glory evermore.  
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  
serving thee whom we adore,  
serving thee whom we adore. 

 
  



PRAYER of CONFESSION 

God of Grace, you have brought us to this continent, and out of conflict, created in us  

love of liberty and peace. We have failed you by neglecting other’s rights and restricting  

others’ freedoms. Forgive our divisions caused by prejudice, fear or greed.  Have mercy,  

O God, on the soul of this nation. Make us compassionate, just and kind to each other.  

Raise up in us a right patriotism, that see and seeks this nation’s good, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Sung Response  In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful Tune: IN THE LORD 

In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful, in the Lord I will rejoice! 
Look to God, do not be afraid. 
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near, lift up your voices, the Lord is near.  

 

ASSURANCE of FORGIVENESS 

Leader: Friends believe the good news of the Gospel. 

People: In Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven. All praise and thanks to God! 

PASSING the PEACE of CHRIST 

VETERAN’S DAY: A RECOGNITION of SERVICE 

 

PRAYER of THANKSGIVING 

Great God, we thank you for men and women of courage and devotion who have served this 

nation in uniform in times of war and peace. You have led us in the past, forgiven evil, and will 

lead us in times to come.  Give us a voice to praise you, and a will to serve you, now and always, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Sung Response God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand Tune: NATIONAL HYMN 

Thy love divine hath led us in the past.  

In this free land by thee our lot is cast.  

Be thou our ruler, guardian, guide, and stay:  

thy word our law, thy paths our chosen way. 

 

  



PRAYER for ILLUMINATION 

READINGS FROM SCRIPTURE                   Matthew 16:13–18 

 
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who do 
people say that the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, 
and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I 
am?’ Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’ And Jesus 
answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this 
to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it.  

   Acts 4:32–33  

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed 
private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. With 
great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great 
grace was upon them all.  

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON “No Greater Thing”  Rev. Clinton G. Roberts 

ORGAN INTERLUDE 

STEWARDSHIP 2021 “For Such A Time as This” Bob Karlblom 

OFFERING The Lone, Wild Bird Robert J Powell, 2006  

DOXOLOGY, No. 606  Tune: OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God, all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts. 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

SHARING OUR JOYS and CONCERNS 

PASTORAL PRAYER 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,  

as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  

Amen. 

 

HYMN of SENDING, No. 8 Eternal Father, Strong to Save Tune: MELITA 
  Stanzas 2–3 by James G. Kantor (1967–2013) 

Eternal Father, strong to save, 
whose arm hath bound the restless wave, 
who bid the mighty ocean deep, 
its own appointed limits keep, 
O hear us when we cry to Thee, 
for those in peril on the sea. 
  
Eternal Father, Lord most high, 
for those on land, sea, coast, or sky, 
be with them where’er they may be, 
and comfort them eternally; 
bestow Thy peace forevermore 
to those in peril on each shore. 
  
O Lord of love and holy pow’r, 
all guardians shield in danger’s hour, 
from rock and tempest, fire and foe, 
protect them wheresoe’er they go. 
Thus, evermore shall rise to Thee 
glad praise from air and land and sea! 

CHARGE and BENEDICTION            

POSTLUDE  Corrente  Arcangelo Corelli, 1653-1713 
 

 



 

*To give online or fulfill your pledge: FirstChurchLF.org/give 

*To give to our COVID-19 Fund: FirstChurchLF.org/give/covid-fund-donations 

*For information on our Mission Food Depot: FirstChurchLF.org/mission-food-depot 

Pastor Kristie’s day off is on Friday. Pastor Clint’s day off is on Monday. 
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Eternal Father, Strong to Save 

William Whiting wrote this hymn in 1860 in England. Actually a Trinitarian hymn, its seafaring imagery has 

given it a long association with both civilian and military sailors. The tune Melita, named for the island of 

Malta where Paul was shipwrecked, was written specifically for this text. In a tradition that began in 1879, 

Sunday services at the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis always conclude with the first stanza of this 

hymn. This practice is what gave this hymn its affiliation as the “Navy Hymn.” 

 

For a Memorial Day celebration in 2005, Connecticut composer James G. Kantor (1967–2013) wrote 

additional stanzas for each branch of our armed forces. We set aside this Sunday each year to pray 

particularly fervently for the protection of the men and women who dedicate their lives to our protection, 

both here and overseas. We will sing three stanzas of this hymn today, including Whiting’s first stanza and 

two of Kantor’s, but the full text of Dr. Kantor’s hymn is included here for your own reflection: 

 

Navy Eternal Father, strong to save, whose arm hath bound the restless wave, 

who bid the mighty ocean deep its own appointed limits keep. 

O hear us when we cry to Thee for those in peril on the sea. 

 

Air Force Eternal Father, lend Thy grace to those with wings who fly through space. 

Through wind and storm, through sun and rain, O bring them safely home again. 

O Father, hear our humble prayer for those in peril in the air. 

 

Army O Lord, from whom springs love profound, to those in conflict on the ground 

give honor, courage, wisdom, might, and lead them by Thy holy light. 

O Father, guide with gentle hand all those in peril on the land. 

 

Marines Eternal Father, Lord most high, for those on land, sea, coast, or sky: 

be with them where’er they may be, and comfort them eternally; 

bestow Thy peace for evermore to those in peril on each shore. 

 

Coast Guard Eternal Father, Lord of hosts, watch o’er the ones who guard out coasts. 

Protect them from the raging seas, and give them light, and life, and peace. 

Grant them from Thy great throne above the shield and shelter of Thy love. 

 

All O Lord of love and holy pow’r, all guardians shield in danger’s hour, 

from rock and tempest, fire and foe, protect them wheresoe’er they go. 

Thus evermore shall rise to Thee glad praise from air and land and sea! 


