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March 28, 2021  Palm Sunday 
 
REFLECTION 
 To lose the life you have, for greater life; 
 To leave the friends you loved, for greater loving; 
 To find a land more kind than home, more large than earth- 
 “-Whereon the pillars of this earth are founded, 
 Toward which the conscience of the world is tending- 
 A wind is rising, and the rivers flow.” 
  -Thomas Wolfe 
 

PRELUDE Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley            

                                                                                                          Spiritual/arr. Anna Laura Page 

                                                        A Celebration of Palms                          arr. Dan R. Edwards                          

 

*CALL to WORSHIP 

Leader: The winds of God blow strong and compelling through the stagnant atmosphere of our 
neglect. 
People: We feel the insistent warmth of God’s presence. 
Leader:  God invites us to join the parade of the faithful, to demonstrate for justice, truth and 
righteousness. 
People: Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. Peace in heaven and glory in 
the highest!                                                                                                                                                                                 
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PROCLAMATION OF THE ENTRANCE INTO JERUSALEM Paul Darling 
   Luke 19:29-40 (CEB) 
 As Jesus came to Bethphage and Bethany on the Mount of Olives, he gave two disciples 
a task. He said, “Go into the village over there. When you enter it, you will find tied up 
there a colt that no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If someone asks, 
‘Why are you untying it?’ just say, ‘Its master needs it.’” Those who had been sent found 
it exactly as he had said. 
 As they were untying the colt, its owners said to them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 
 They replied, “Its master needs it.” They brought it to Jesus, threw their clothes on the  
colt, and lifted Jesus onto it. As Jesus rode along, they spread their clothes on the road. 
 As Jesus approached the road leading down from the Mount of Olives, the whole  
throng of his disciples began rejoicing. They praised God with a loud voice because of 
all the mighty things they had seen. They Said, 
 “Blessings on the king who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Peace in heaven and glory in the highest heavens.” 
 Some of the Pharisees from the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher scold your disciples! Tell  
them to stop!” 
 He answered, “I tell you, if they were silent, the stones would shout.” 
  
OPENING PRAYER  Paul Darling 
We praise you, O God, for your redemption of the world through Jesus Christ, who  
entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph and was proclaimed Messiah and king by  
those who spread garments and branches along his way. Let these branches be signs of  
his victory, and grant that we who carry them may follow him in the way of the cross,  
that, dying and rising with him, we may enter into your kingdom; through Jesus Christ  
our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
*HYMN of PRAISE No. 196             All Glory, Laud, and Honor            TUNE: VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN   
    (Please refrain from singing aloud in the sanctuary.) 
Refrain:  All glory, laud, and honor  
 to thee, Redeemer, King, 
 to whom the lips of children  
 made sweet hosannas ring! 
 
Thou are the King of Israel, 
thou David’s royal Son, 
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who in the Lord’s name comest, 
The King and blessed One. 
 
Refrain: 
 
The people of the Hebrews  
with palms before thee went; 
our praise and prayers and anthems 
before thee we present. 
 
Refrain: 
 
To thee, before thy passion, 
they sang their hymns of praise; 
to thee, no high exalted, 
our melody we raise. 
 
Refrain: 
 
Thou didst accept their praises; 
accept the prayers we bring, 
who in all good delightest,  
thou good and gracious King! 
 
THE WELCOME 
 
CALL of CONFESSION    
The Lord has need of us. The Lord asks us to come to the mercy seat, bringing our wounded 
hearts and our anguish, to lay our burdens before God that we may arise in wholeness and joy 
to follow Christ. Let us confess our sins. 
 
PRAYER of CONFESSION 
Save us, O God, for we are surrounded by danger and we live in death’s shadow. 
Forgive us when we fail to stand with the suffering, when fear causes us to close our eyes to 
wrongdoing, when weakness makes us turn back from following you. 
Lift us up to the hope and healing of the cross; make us bearers of the love of Jesus, poured 
out for the world. In his name. Amen. 
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WORDS of ASSURANCE   
Leader: It is the Lord God who helps us; who will declare us guilty? 
People:  In the name of Jesus, our sins are forgiven. 
Leader: Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, through he was in the  
form of God, did not present equality with God a thing to be grasped but emptied  
himself, taking the form of a servant, being loss in our likeness. 
And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient unto death -   
even death on a cross. 
People: Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name which is 
above every name, that at the name of Jesus every free shall love… and every tongue  
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 
HYMN No. 264 At the Name of Jesus TUNE: KING’S WESTON 

    (Please refrain from singing aloud in the sanctuary.) 
At the name of Jesus 

every knee shall bow, 

every tongue confess him 

King of Glory now; 

‘tis the Father’s pleasure 

we should call him Lord, 

who from the beginning 

was the mighty Word. 

Humbled for a season 

to receive a name 

from the lips of sinners 

unto whom he came, 

faithfully he bore it 

spotless to the last, 

brought it back victorious, 

when from death he passed. 

 

*PASSING the PEACE of CHRIST   
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PRAYER for ILLUMINATION     

Holy God, waken our ears to your voice; teach us to listen and not turn backwards. Speak to us 
through your love on the cross that we may know your mercy, freely given, and show to all the 
world the glory of Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
READING FROM SCRIPTURE Matthew 26:36-46 
Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, ‘Sit here 
while I go over there and pray.’ He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began 
to be grieved and agitated. Then he said to them, ‘I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain 
here, and stay awake with me.’ And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and 
prayed, ‘My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not what I want but what you 
want.’ Then he came to the disciples and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, ‘So, could 
you not stay awake with me one hour? Stay awake and pray that you may not come into the 
time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.’ Again he went away for the 
second time and prayed, ‘My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be 
done.’ Again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. So leaving them 
again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words. Then he came to the 
disciples and said to them, ‘Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? See, the hour is at hand, 
and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up, let us be going. See, my 
betrayer is at hand.’ 
 
Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON From the Gate to the Garden      Rev. Clinton G. Roberts 

 
MUSIC                                                         Lament                                  Barry J. Wenger, 2021 

SHARING OUR JOYS and CONCERNS 

PASTORAL PRAYER and THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,  

as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  
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For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  

Amen. 

 

OFFERING  Jesus, Enduring Suffering and Death        Max Reger, 1873-1916  

 

*HYMN  Lord, Who throughout These Forty Days           TUNE: ST. FLAVIAN 

    (Please refrain from singing aloud in the sanctuary.) 
Lord, who throughout these forty days for us did fast and pray, 

teach us with you to mourn our sins and close by you to stay. 

Abide with us, till when this life of suffering shall be past, 

an Easter of unending joy we may attain at last. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

Merciful God, your gift of love, immense and free, finds us out, makes a claim on our lives that 

we cannot ignore: Teach us to respond in thanksgiving, seeking, as did your Son, the poor and 

the outcast, giving of all that we have, in the name of Jesus Christ, Lord of heaven and earth. 

Amen. 

 

*HYMN of SENDING No.  218             Ah, Holy Jesus  TUNE: HERZLIEBSTER JESU   

    (Please refrain from singing aloud in the sanctuary.) 
Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended, 
that we to judge thee have in hate pretended? 
By foes derided, by thine own rejected, 
O most afflicted. 
 
Who was the guilty? Who brought this upon thee? 
Alas, my treason, Jesus, hath undone thee. 
‘Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee; 
I crucified thee. 
 
For me, kind Jesus, was thine incarnation, 
thy mortal sorrow, and thy life’s oblation, 
thy death of anguish and thy bitter passion, 
for my salvation. 
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Therefore, kind Jesus, since I cannot pay thee, 
I do adore thee, and will ever pray thee, 
think on thy pity and thy love unswerving, 
not my deserving. 
 
 *CHARGE and BENEDICTION            
Leader: When you leave this gathering, sing hosanna. Carry this glad cry into the holy week. 

People: However popular or unpopular the cause, we wish to follow Jesus. 

Leader: We have been empowered to make a difference. 

People: Hosanna! Blessed are those who go forth in the name of the Lord. 

 

POSTLUDE                                           Ah, Holy Jesus                Johannes Brahms (1833-1897)  
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*To give online or fulfill your pledge: FirstChurchLF.org/give 

*To give to our COVID-19 Fund: FirstChurchLF.org/give/covid-fund-donations 

*For information on our Mission Food Depot: FirstChurchLF.org/mission-food-depot 

 

Pastor Clint’s day off is on Monday. Pastor Kristie’s day off is on Friday. 
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