
 

 

 

 

June 14, 2020  Season of Pentecost 
    

THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH 

To be reconciled to God is to be sent into the world as his reconciling community.  This community, the 
church universal, is entrusted with God’s message of reconciliation and shares his labor of healing the 
enmities which separate men from God and from each other.  Christ has called the church to this 
mission and given it the gift of the Holy Spirit.  The church maintains continuity with the apostles and 
with Israel by faithful obedience to his call.                                                                                The Confession of 1967 

PRELUDE               There Is a Balm Adolphus Hailstork                                          

WELCOME 

CALL to WORSHIP  From Psalm 116 

Leader: What can I offer the Lord for all he has done for me? 

People:  I will keep my promises to the Lord in the presence of all his people. 

Leader: O Lord, I am your servant. 

People:  You have freed me from my chains. 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

Mighty and merciful God, lover of justice and equity, you call us to support the weak, to help those who 
suffer, and to honor all people. By the power of your Holy Spirit, make us advocates for your justice and 
instruments of your peace, so that all may be reconciled in your beloved community; through Jesus 
Christ our Savior. Amen. 
  



HYMN OF PRAISE, No. 339 Lift Every Voice and Sing Tune: LIFT EVERY VOICE 

 



 
 

  



LITANY of CONFESSION  The WorshipBook (1970) 

Almighty God: you alone are good and holy. Purify our lives and make us brave disciples. We do not ask 
you to keep us safe, but to keep us loyal, so we may serve Jesus Christ, who, tempted in every way as we 
are, was faithful to you. Amen. 
 
From lack of reverence for truth and beauty; from a calculating or sentimental mind; from going along 
with mean and ugly things; 
O God, deliver us. 
 
From cowardice that dares not face truth; laziness content with half-truth; or arrogance that thinks we 
know it all; 
O God, deliver us. 
 
From artificial life and worship; from all that is hollow or insincere; 
O God, deliver us. 
 
From trite ideals and cheap pleasures; from mistaking hard vulgarity for humor; 
O God, deliver us. 
 
From being dull, pompous, or rude; from putting down our neighbors; 
O God, deliver us. 
 
From cynicism about others; from intolerance or cruel indifference; 
O God, deliver us. 
 
From being satisfied with things as they are, in the church or in the world; from failing to share your 
indignation about injustice; 
O God, deliver us. 
 
From selfishness, self-indulgence, or self-pity; 
O God, deliver us. 
 
From token concern for the poor, for lonely or loveless people; from confusing faith with good feeling, 
or love with wanting to be loved; 
O God, deliver us. 
 
For everything in us that may hide your light; 
O God, light of life, forgive us. 
 

 (time for personal reflection and prayer) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  2 Corinthians 5:17 

Leader: So if you are in Christ, you are a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything 

has become new! 

People: All of this is a gift from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us 

this ministry, entrusting the message of reconciliation to us.  Thanks be to God for this 

inexpressible gift! 

  



SUNG RESPONSE No 792 There Is a Balm in Gilead Tune: BALM IN GILEAD 

 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

  



PRAYER for ILLUMINATION 

Holy One, giver of all light, lift up our hearts and minds to Christ, the morning star that never fades.  By 

the light of your Holy Spirit reveal to us your saving Word and lead us to offer our lives to you in service 

and in love; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

New Testament Lesson:    The Mission of the Twelve Matthew 9:35–10:8 

Jesus traveled through all the towns and villages of that area, teaching in the synagogues and 
announcing the Good News about the Kingdom. And he healed every kind of disease and illness. When 
he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them because they were confused and helpless, like sheep 
without a shepherd. He said to his disciples, “The harvest is great, but the workers are few. So pray to 
the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask him to send more workers into his fields.” Jesus called his 
twelve disciples together and gave them authority to cast out evil spirits and to heal every kind of 
disease and illness. Here are the names of the twelve apostles: 
first, Simon (also called Peter), then Andrew (Peter’s brother), James (son of Zebedee), John (James’s 
brother), Philip, Bartholomew, Thomas, Matthew (the tax collector), James (son of Alphaeus), 
Thaddaeus, Simon (the zealot), Judas Iscariot (who later betrayed him). 

Jesus sent out the twelve apostles with these instructions: “Don’t go to the Gentiles or the 
Samaritans, but only to the people of Israel—God’s lost sheep. Go and announce to them that the 
Kingdom of Heaven is near. Heal the sick, raise the dead, cure those with leprosy, and cast out demons. 
Give as freely as you have received! 

SERMON                                             “On a Mission from God”                                      Rev. Clinton G. Roberts 

OFFERING* 

DOXOLOGY No. 606 Tune: OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS  

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

  



HYMN OF SENDING No. 295 Go to the World! Tune: SINE NOMINE 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION           

POSTLUDE   Oh Freedom  Adolphus Hailstork         

   

 

 

 

 

*To give online or fulfill your pledge: FirstChurchLF.org/give 

*To give to our COVID-19 Fund: FirstChurchLF.org/give/covid-fund-donations 

*For information on our Mission Food Depot: FirstChurchLF.org/mission-food-depot 

 

 

 

Pastor Kristie’s and Pastor Clint’s day off is on Friday. 

http://www.firstchurchlf.org/give
https://firstchurchlf.org/give/covid-fund-donations/
https://firstchurchlf.org/mission-food-depot/

