
Sending well-equipped disciples of Jesus into the world—compassionate, generous, resilient and wise

July 2, 2023  
10:00 AM 
Season of Pentecost

	Prayer of Preparation	
Almighty God, judge of nations: make us brave to seek your will in the land you have 
given us, lest in our political actions, we neglect those things which belong to your 
glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

	Prelude	
Be Thou My Vision	 arr. by Marilyn Reimer

Patriotic Medley	 arr. by Michele Murray

	 The Welcome	
During the service, you are invited to stand as you are able where an asterisk (*) is 
printed, and speak or sing in unison all passages in bold.

*Call to Worship	
Leader:	 Who is like the Lord our God, who is seated on high, who looks far down 	
	 on the heavens and the earth?
People:	 He raises the poor from the dust, and lifts the needy from the ash heap 	
	 to make them sit with princes. Praise the Lord!



* PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE. 2

*Hymn of Praise NO. 331 (stanzas 1-3)	
God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand	 TUNE: NATIONAL HYMN
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God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand
THE LIFE OF THE NATIONS

331

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Daniel Crane Roberts, 1876, alt.
MUSIC: George William Warren, 1892

NATIONAL HYMN
10.10.10.10

This hymn was generated by 19th-century centennial celebrations: the words by the Declaration of
Independence and the music by the adoption of the United States Constitution. Despite these origins, no
speciÞc nation is mentioned in this hymn of praise and prayer for peace.
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Daniel Crane Roberts, 1876, alt.
MUSIC: George William Warren, 1892

NATIONAL HYMN
10.10.10.10

This hymn was generated by 19th-century centennial celebrations: the words by the Declaration of
Independence and the music by the adoption of the United States Constitution. Despite these origins, no
speciÞc nation is mentioned in this hymn of praise and prayer for peace.
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Daniel Crane Roberts, 1876, alt.
MUSIC: George William Warren, 1892

NATIONAL HYMN
10.10.10.10

This hymn was generated by 19th-century centennial celebrations: the words by the Declaration of
Independence and the music by the adoption of the United States Constitution. Despite these origins, no
speciÞc nation is mentioned in this hymn of praise and prayer for peace.
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Daniel Crane Roberts, 1876, alt.
MUSIC: George William Warren, 1892

NATIONAL HYMN
10.10.10.10

This hymn was generated by 19th-century centennial celebrations: the words by the Declaration of
Independence and the music by the adoption of the United States Constitution. Despite these origins, no
speciÞc nation is mentioned in this hymn of praise and prayer for peace.
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* PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE. 3

*Prayer of Confession (unison)	
God our Father, you brought all your children to this land, and out of 
conflict, created in us a love of peace and freedom. We have failed you 
by neglecting the needs and rights of others. Forgive partisan pride 
that overlooks national wrong or justifies injustice. Forgive our divisions 
caused by racism, ignorance, prejudice and greed. Have mercy, O God, 
on the soul of this nation. Make us compassionate, fair and truthful 
to each other. Raise up in us a right patriotism that sees and seeks 
this nation’s good. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

*Sung Invocation NO. 331 (stanza 4)	

God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand	 TUNE: NATIONAL HYMN

Refresh thy people on their toil-some way. 
Lead us from night to never-ending day.
Fill all our lives with love and grace divine,
and glory, laud, and praise be ever thine.

*Assurance of Forgiveness 	
Leader:	 If my people who are called by my name humble themselves  
	 and pray and seek my face,
People:	 then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and  
	 heal their land.
Leader:	 Friends, in Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven.
People:	 Thanks be to God.

*Passing of the Peace
Leader:	 The peace of Christ be with you.
People:	 And also with you. 

	Prayer for Illumination	

	Scripture Lesson	 Psalm 72:1-4, 12-14, 18-19
     (Old Testament, page 533 in pew Bible)

Leader: 	 This is the Word of the Lord.
People: 	 Thanks be to God.



* PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE. 4

	Reflection
"On Righteous Governance"	 Rev. Clinton G. Roberts

	Offering

	Sharing of Our Joys and Concerns

	Pastoral Prayer and The Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

	A Musical Medley for Independence Day (starting on page 6)

*Closing Prayer

*Benediction

*Postlude
Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee	  arr. by Joel Raney

You may give online or fulfill your pledge by scanning the QR code 
with your mobile phone, or go to firstchurchlf.org/give.  
Thank you for your generosity!



* PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE. 5

View our Weekly Schedule of ministries, and find details and Zoom links 
on our church website: www.firstchurchlf.org/ministries

Church Website: www.firstchurchlf.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/firstchurchlf
Instagram, Twitter, YouTube: @firstchurchlf

Coming up...

Save the Date for the First Pres Mission Benefit!

Get excited for some fun and fellowship to raise funds 
for our Mission Partners this fall! Save the Date: Saturday, 
September 16. Watch for details in the coming months to 
register.

Summer Series: Liturgy of the Ordinary
This summer, we are exploring Tish Harrison Warren's book 
Liturgy of the Ordinary: Sacred Practices in Everyday Life. 
It will be the theme of our Sunday worship, and there will 
be drop-in conversations every week! Join the 30-minute 
pastor-led discussions on the patio beside the cottage on 
Wednesdays at 6:30 PM. Books are available for $12.

Playground Church

On Sundays during worship, children ages 3 and up will 
gather on the playground for some free play, followed by 
Bible stories, activities, games, and crafts! Please drop off 
and pick up your children on the playground. Playground 
Church teachers are needed! Sign up on the church 
website: firstchurchlf.org/sunday-school-teacher-sign-up



* PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE. 6
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Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory
CHRIST’S RETURN AND JUDGMENT

354

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Julia W. Howe, 1861, alt.
MUSIC: American melody, 19th cent.

BATTLE HYMN
15.15.15.6 with refrain

Though its biblical roots are often overlooked, this text incorporates many apocalyptic images such as the
coming of the Lord in glory (Matthew 24:30/Mark 13:26/Luke 21:27), the winepress (Isaiah 63:3; Revelation
14:19, 19:15), and the sharp sword (Isaiah 27:1; Revelation 19:15).
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* PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE. 7
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CHRIST’S RETURN AND JUDGMENT

355O Hear Our Cry, O Lord
(Psalm 80)

The use of a refrain in this paraphrase of Psalm 80 effectively represents both the structure and the spirit of
the original prayer for the restoration of God’s favor. Even in the midst of feeling cut off from God, there
remains a sense of conÞdence in GodÕs unfailing mercy. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Fred R. Anderson, 1986
MUSIC: Richard Wayne Dirksen, 1974
Text  © 1986 Fred R. Anderson
Music © 1974, ren. Harold Flammer Music (a div. of Shawnee Press, Inc.)  

VINEYARD HAVEN
SM with refrain

Guitar chords do not correspond with keyboard harmony.

354-mine 355-o hear.mus, Page 2
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My Country, ’Tis of Thee
THE LIFE OF THE NATIONS

337

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Samuel Francis Smith, 1831
MUSIC: Harmonia Anglicana, c. 1744

AMERICA
6.6.4.6.6.6.4

This now-familiar patriotic song was written by a Baptist minister and received its Þrst public performance
at an Independence Day celebration by the Boston Sabbath School Union in 1831. It was written to replace a
German patriotic text sung to the same tune.

*Or “parents”
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     
God bless A

  
mer i ca,

  
land that I- - -

    
love. Stand be

  
side her and

   
guide her through the-

       
night with a light from a

   
bove. From the

   
moun tains to the- -

     
prai ries, to the

   
o ceans white with

 
foam,- -

    
God bless A

   
mer i ca, my

 
home sweet

 
home;- - -

    
God bless A

   
mer i ca, my

 
home sweet


home.- - -
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O Beautiful for Spacious Skies
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Katharine Lee Bates, 1893, alt.
MUSIC: Samuel Augustus Ward, 1882

MATERNA
CMD

This text (inspired by the vista from Pike’s Peak and by a visit to Chicago’s Columbian World Exposition)
and tune (named MATERNA because it was composed for “O Mother, Dear Jerusalem”) were joined in 1912.
The combination proved immensely popular during World War I and afterwards.

*Or “servanthood”
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: James Weldon Johnson, 1900
MUSIC: J. Rosamond Johnson, 1905

LIFT EVERY VOICE
Irregular

Initially a poem for a school assembly at which Booker T. Washington spoke on Lincoln’s birthday in 1900,
this text and tune have gained national recognition and devotion, not only within the African American
community, but also among all who seek liberation from oppression.
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Worship Participants
Rev. Clinton G. Roberts
Susan Noble
Dr. Susan Klotzbach
Rick Day, AV Support Lead
Henry Thomas, AV Support
Georgia Sottosanto-Sorenson, AV Support
Ryder Gamrath, AV Support

Serve, Learn & Connect
For our weekly ministries and Zoom links 
firstchurchlf.org/ministries

Share Joys & Concerns  
Kristie Finley 224.544.1967
Home Communion  
Kristie Finley 224.544.1967
Arrange a Wedding or Baptism  
Sarah Seccombe 224.544.1958
Engagement & Membership  
Diane Quinn dianequinn@mac.com
Mission 
Stewart Kerr 224.544.1968

Pastor on call: Clint Roberts 630.220.7814 

Give
Give online or fulfill your pledge: 
scan the QR code 
or go to FirstChurchLF.org/give.

An Update on the All-Church Survey

After weeks of discussion and review of the 
data, the Survey Task Force presented their 
recommendations to Session on Monday, 

June 26, for the new worship schedule in the 
coming fall. Session voted to accept the following 
recommendations: Starting Sunday, September 10, 
worship will be a single service at 9:30 AM which 

will be predominately traditional, with Sunday 
School running concurrently. On Wednesday 

evenings at 6:30 PM, following our Wednesday 
Night Suppers, we are introducing our new 
contemporary and casual service in a new 

timeslot, where the music will be led by our 
Worship Ensemble. Child care will be available 
for both services. Be on the lookout for a letter 
coming from the Task Force next week for more 
details including how the results of the survey 

formed these recommendations!

Thank you to everyone who participated in the  
All Church Survey! We received a total of  

274 responses, and we appreciate you taking  
your time in giving us your feedback.

TODAY

10:00 AM Worship, Sanctuary 
Playground Church, Playground

11:00 Fellowship Hour, Great Room

MON Church Closed for the July 4th Holiday

TUE Church Closed for the July 4th Holiday

WED

10:00 AM Wednesday Women's Bible Study, S. Parlor/Zoom

11:00 Resource Grp: Caregivers of Terminally Ill, Bride's Rm

7:00 PM Children & Youth Faith Formation Mtg., S. Parlor

THU

6:00 AM Daybreakers Men's Bible Study, S. Parlor/Zoom

9:30 Rummage Sorting, Rummage Sorting Room

10:00 Rummage Meeting, Great Room

6:30 PM Buildings & Grounds Cmte. Mtg., S. Parlor/Zoom

FRI

7:00 AM Men of Corinth Bible Study, Great Room/Zoom

This Week's Calendar


