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Scripture Reading: John 21:15-19 
 
“Lord, you know that I love you!” Simon Peter, the same one who was the first to declare Jesus 
as the Messiah, as the Son of the living God, declares his love for Christ sitting by the beach 
after breakfast. One of the first recorded declarations of faith in the living, resurrected Christ. 
 
Declarations of faith have always been a central part of our faith as a community. We are bound 
together by communal faith statements, often in written confessions or catechisms. Our 
denomination is bound together by two governing documents, the Book of Order and the Book 
of Confessions – one handles the governmental polity and the other speaks to our spiritual life. 
But no one here wants a polity lesson today, not with twelve confirmands sitting here ready to 
take a step and enter into greater responsibility in the life of the church. 
 
These twelve now-adults have spent months examining our communal faith, learning, 
questioning, and making sense of it for themselves. All of this culminated in the writing of their 
own personal statements of faith that have been printed anonymously for anyone and everyone to 
read. They have taken a great step by taking our communal faith and making it their own. While 
the Book of Confessions brings us all together, it is our personal faith stories, our convictions, 
our doubts, our uncertainties, that keep us together. Sharing our personal faiths, our own ways of 
sensing and experiencing God, and listening to the stories and understandings of others is central 
to growing. One confirmand who writes about their struggles with reading and writing due to 
learning differences states, “we are often taught that in order to be faithful to God we must do 
things like attend church every week and read the bible daily. While this may be true for some 
people, I believe I can express my faith in my own unique ways.” This individual’s life 
circumstances have informed their own way of experiencing God. 
  
Jesus counters Simon Peter on the beach saying, “Feed my lambs”, “tend my sheep”, “feed my 
sheep.” “Follow me.” These are the final commands that Jesus gives in the four Gospels. “Do 
good. Follow me.” 
 
Heinrich Bullinger, one of the great fathers of the Swiss Reformation, wrote the Second Helvetic 
Confession, one of our denominations guiding documents that appears in our Book of 
Confessions, and wrote about good works. He states that we do good works not in order to gain 
eternal life, nor for ostentation nor for our own personal gain, but to adorn our calling, to glorify 
and thank God for the remarkable love given to us, and simply for the sake of helping someone 
else.  
 
Proclaiming this good news and manifesting it in the world is not an easy task however. One 
central part of our confirmation curriculum that I believe is crucial for any one person’s faith 
development is wondering and bringing your doubts and questions in conversation with our 
stories of faith. One confirmand offers an example of this in their statement when they write, “I 
wonder what Jesus thought throughout his crucifixion sometimes. I wonder if he still had love 



for the soldiers, I wonder if he had empathy, and I wonder why spreading free thought was such 
a problem.” This question is central to our understanding of God’s love and I reflected on it and 
thought of one of Jesus’ last cries from the cross, “Forgive  them for they know not what they are 
doing.” It shows the capacity of God and Jesus to forgive, to love regardless. I want to follow 
this insightful question now with another one: what does that mean for us if we are to be 
followers of Christ? To love as he loved? To forgive as he forgives? 
 
We as Christians are called to something unique: to love others in a way that seems 
counterintuitive to our world. Sticking out our necks, going out of our way simply to give thanks 
to God or to help someone else, not getting anything in return? Our capitalist, self-serving world 
often seems to stand directly opposed to this way of thinking. To love others the kind of way 
Christ has loved us is a higher calling, there is something deep down that just feels “right” about 
it, even though it flies completely against every idea and message that we are bombarded by 
every day. A sentence has been rattling around in my head for the past week after reading it in 
one of this year’s faith statements and it attests to this exact idea. The confirmand says, “the fact 
that I am Christian makes me more normal and more different at the same time.” 
 
This revelatory kind of love is not easy however. It is something that challenges even the most 
ardent believer. This kind of following Christ that challenges our world leads us into challenging 
territory, and suddenly our faith becomes a little dangerous, a little risky for us and our regular 
comforts. One recurring theme in this year’s faith statements however was the providence, the 
protection of God – God for us. “I experience God in my everyday life when he leads me 
through a path in which I know I can trust. For me I feel closest to God when I am taking risks,” 
writes one confirmand. Another writes, “I think for me and probably a lot of others [God’s love] 
is a feeling of safety and a source of support when you don’t even realize you need it.” And 
another writes, “[God] gives me the ability to try new risks knowing He is around and keeping 
all of us safe.”  
 
We remember that God’s love for us goes beyond forgiving us when we fall short of our calling. 
It is a proactive and protective love that supports us and carries us through the challenges in our 
world, reminding us that we are not alone. By following [Jesus], I poured all of my stress and 
worries into him, confided in him, and loved him through my ups and downs, writes one 
confirmand. We do this because we know that support is there to carry us. Sometimes that 
support manifests itself as the determination and strength we find internally, and sometimes it is 
the engulfing love we feel from our congregation. Church always feels like a safe place to me 
where if I’m in a terrible mood I can always change my mood by going to church,” writes 
another confirmand. Whether it is internal strength or external compassion, nothing can separate 
us from the powerful love that of God-for-us. 
 
What does this mean for us as a larger church then? What does it mean for our calling as a 
community? As one of our confirmands said in their faith statement, “the church is full of 
amazing people who come to church to learn how to be even better to other people.” That’s the 
church. Amazing people coming together learning how to be even better. 
 
Another confirmand echoes this same sentiment, saying, “The church is not a concrete structure 
with a street address. It can be a place to worship God any day of the week, but it is also a 



collection of allies. I believe the people of the church should push for positive change, spread the 
word of the Lord, and act as a support system for anyone embarking on their faith journey.” 
 
Simon offers words praising the risen Lord, and Jesus says, “If you love me, then feed my sheep. 
Do it. Live out your love for me.” Bullinger reminds us that our good works do not come out of a 
place of self-service, but stems from our deep love. Words cannot adequately express our joy for 
God’s saving love, so we need to enact it. Often we spend forever trying to find the right words. 
We hem and haw about offering a prayer, fearing that our words won’t be adequate, (right 
confirmands?) and we tweak and retool liturgies for the morning, trying to find the right five-
dollar-word. As a seminarian I get caught up in this all the time, but these confirmands have 
given me a reality check. Following Christ does not have to be wordy and intellectual, it’s 
simpler than that. Paraphrasing Micah 6:8, one of their favorite scripture passages, one 
confirmand writes, “I have my reminder of the simplicity when following God; that it can be to 
act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly.” 
 
I went to a friend’s wedding in Minnesota once and the ceremony took place at the church the 
couple attended. I didn’t know many people at the wedding, so in that awkward time after 
arriving and before the ceremony began I got some water and noticed a sign by the door. The 
sign said “Sanctuary” and the arrow was pointing at a side door leading outside. I chalked it up 
to it being a mistake, since it matched all the other informational signs that direct people around 
the building. “Faith Formation, this way!” and “Fellowship Hall, that way!” then “Sanctuary, 
right through that door outside!” 
 
I’ve seen other signs at other churches before, banners that arch above the main church doors, 
“Now Entering the Mission Field” but this one felt a little bit different, and it felt different 
because it was rooted in a different truth about doing good. Often we as a church see mission, or 
helping others, as a mandate from God, something we are told to do, but today’s scripture 
reading offers a new take on that. We do good not because it is a command that God gave us and 
we don’t want to anger God, but because we cannot help ourselves because we have such love 
for God and seek to glorify God.  
 
Concluding their faith statement, one confirmand writes, “I am excited for my journey ahead and 
the opportunities it will provide me with for the rest of my life.” You all have already come so 
far on your journey, you take another great step today, and we as a congregation will be with you 
all the way for your journey ahead. Through the ups and the downs, through the easy times and 
the challenging times we will be with you. Together we can heed Christ’s call and feed the 
sheep. That’s what it’s all about. Amen. 
 
  


