
 

 

 

January 24, 2021  Season of Epiphany 
    
     
PRAYER of the DAY 

Our help comes from you, O Lord, 
you who made heaven and earth. 
In the midst of grief, 
you are our comfort. 
In the face of uncertainty, 
you are our rock. 
In the wake of tragedy, 
you are our hope. 
So even as we weep, we praise you, 
and place our trust in you. 
We pray in the name of the one 
who suffered and died and was raised for us, 
our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

PRELUDE                    If Thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee, BWV 642 

   J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 

THE WELCOME                

 

 



CALL to WORSHIP   

Leader:   With steadfast love, God calls out our names. 

People:   We long to be recognized and affirmed. 

Leader:  Feast on the abundance of God’s house. Come to drink deeply from the 

fountain of life. 

People:   We are ready to hear the word of God. We want to be guided by the 

truth. 

Leader:   Reach out to claim the gifts God pours out on you. The Spirit is eager to 

inspire each one. 

People:  When God calls us, we cannot remain silent. When Christ is real to us, 

we accept his call.  

 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE No. 816             If Thou but Trust in God to Guide Thee  
   Tune: WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT 

If thou but trust in God to guide thee, 
with hopeful heart through all thy ways, 
God will give strength, Whate’er betide thee, 
to bear thee through the evil days. 
Who trusts in God’s unchanging love  
builds on the rock that nought can move. 
 
Only be still, and wait God’s leisure  
in cheerful hope, with heart content  
to take whate’er thy Keeper’s pleasure  
and all discerning love hath sent.  
No doubt our inmost wants are clear  
to One who holds us always dear. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sing, pray, and swerve not from God’s ways,  
but do thine own part faithfully. 
Trust the rich promises of grace;  
so shall they be fulfilled in thee. 
God never yet forsook at need 
the soul secured by trust indeed. 

CALL to CONFESSION 

Despite our best intentions, there is much in life that separates us from God. We find 

ourselves living for things and being ruled by our appetites.  Our possessions become for 

us dumb idols that keep us from taking risks and making sacrifices of faithfulness. Join 

me in confessing our sin. 

 

PRAYER of CONFESSION 

God of the heathen and the righteous, we confess that we have moved away from our 

commitment to Christ. We have denied your gifts, ignored your inspiration, and 

wandered from your healing presence. Yet we cannot escape your claim on us, for 

wherever we go, you are there. How precious is your steadfast love that saves us from 

our selfish desires to live for higher values! Strengthen us to do as you tell us, as Christ 

demonstrated among us. Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE of FORGIVENESS 

God does not treat us as heathens, forsaken and desolate. We are welcomed with 

rejoicing, enfolded by love, celebrated as persons of beauty in whose salvation God 

delights. Let your hearts be lifted up. We are not bound to our old ways but are freed 

for a new identity. God’s benevolent gifts are apportioned to each of us in abundance. 

 
Leader: Friend, believe the good news: 
People: In Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven. 
 

 

 



SUNG RESPONSE No. 463 How Firm a Foundation TUNE: FOUNDATION 

“Fear not, I am with Thee, O be not dismayed, 

for I am thy God, and will still give thee aid; 

I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand, 

upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.” 

 

SHARING the PEACE of CHRIST 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION     

 
READING FROM SCRIPTURES  
  Psalm 62  

To the leader: according to Jeduthun. A Psalm of David. 
For God alone my soul waits in silence; 
   from him comes my salvation. 
He alone is my rock and my salvation, 
   my fortress; I shall never be shaken. 

How long will you assail a person, 
   will you batter your victim, all of you, 
   as you would a leaning wall, a tottering fence? 
Their only plan is to bring down a person of prominence. 
   They take pleasure in falsehood; 
they bless with their mouths, 
   but inwardly they curse. 
       
For God alone my soul waits in silence, 
   for my hope is from him. 
He alone is my rock and my salvation, 
   my fortress; I shall not be shaken. 
On God rests my deliverance and my honour; 
   my mighty rock, my refuge is in God. 



Trust in him at all times, O people; 
   pour out your heart before him; 
   God is a refuge for us. 
 
Those of low estate are but a breath, 
   those of high estate are a delusion; 
in the balances they go up; 
   they are together lighter than a breath. 
Put no confidence in extortion, 
   and set no vain hopes on robbery; 
   if riches increase, do not set your heart on them. 

Once God has spoken; 
   twice have I heard this: 
that power belongs to God, 
   and steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord. 
For you repay to all 
   according to their work. 

  Matthew 6:24 
 ‘No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, 
or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth. 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON “In God We Trust?” Rev. Clinton G. Roberts 

 

SHARING OUR JOYS and CONCERNS 

PASTORAL PRAYERS 

 

 

 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,  

as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  

Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY INVITATION 

What will we give in gratitude for God’s forgiveness and healing grace? Who can repay 

the many gifts we have received with the miracle of life? Let us rejoice in the mission 

God entrusts to us. 

 

OFFERTORY                             Great Is Thy Faithfulness                          arr. Timothy Shaw, 2018  

DOXOLOGY, No. 606  Tune: OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God, all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts. 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

God of our baptism, whose Holy Spirit fires our imagination and fills our lives with 

purpose, we rejoice to commit ourselves anew with our gifts. May what we share 

strengthen your children spiritually, inspiring each person to invest fully in the work 

you set before us. The varieties of gifts you entrust to us can be realized only if they 

are used. Thank you for granting us this joy. Amen. 

 

 

 

 



HYMN OF SENDING No. 275     A Mighty Fortress Is Our God           Tune: EIN’ FESTE BURG  

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing. 

Our helper he, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing. 

For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe. 

His craft and power are great, and armed with cruel hate, 

on earth is not his equal. 

 

Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing, 

were not the right man on our side, the man of God’s own choosing. 

Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is he. 

Lord Sabaoth his name, from age to age the same,  

and he must win the battle. 

 

And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us,  

we will not fear, for God hath willed his truth to triumph through us. 

The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him. 

His rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure. 

One little word shall fell him. 

 

That word above all earthly powers, no thanks to them, abideth. 

The Spirit and the gifts are ours through him who with us sideth. 

Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also. 

The body they may kill truth abideth still. 

His kingdom is forever. 

 

CHARGE and BENEDICTION            

POSTLUDE                                       The Solid Rock  arr. Michael Burkhardt, 2010 

 

 



*To give online or fulfill your pledge: FirstChurchLF.org/give 

*To give to our COVID-19 Fund: FirstChurchLF.org/give/covid-fund-donations 

*For information on our Mission Food Depot: FirstChurchLF.org/mission-food-depot 

 

Pastor Clint’s day off is on Monday. Pastor Kristie’s day off is on Friday. 
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