
 

 

 

January 17, 2021  Season of Epiphany 
    
     
REFLECTION BEFORE WORSHIP 

The choice is always ours. Then let me choose 

The longest art, the hard Promethean way 

Cherishingly to tend and feed and fan 

That inward fire, whose small precarious flame, 

Kindled or quenched creates 

The noble or the ignoble men we are, 

The worlds we live in and the very fates, 

Our bright or muddy star. 

   -Aldous Huxley 

 

PRELUDE                                   Be Thou My Vision                       arr. Paul A. McKlveen, 1997  

THE WELCOME                

CALL to WORSHIP  Micah 6:8 

Leader:  God has told us what is good; and what does the Lord require of us? 

People:  To do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with our God. 

 

 
 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE No. 175 Seek Ye First Tune: LAFFERTY  
 
Seek ye first the kingdom of God and its righteousness, 

And all these things shall be added unto you. 

Allelu, alleluia!  

 

Ask, and it shall be given unto you: seek, and you shall find; 

Knock, and the door shall be opened unto you. 

Allelu, alleluia! 

 

You shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 

That proceeds from the mouth of God. 

Allelu, alleluia! 

 

CALL to CONFESSION 

The God of justice and righteousness calls us to account for the ways we invest our 

hours and our resources.  Amid the oppression and violence that many endure, God 

listens for our voices and watches for our works.  What have we done with the 

commission entrusted to us by God’s grace?    

 

PRAYER of CONFESSION 

Healing God, we are sick through our sinful ways. We are impatient, complaining, and 

troubled. We love the night because it hides the evil we have done and the doubt that 

shows on our faces. By our self-indulgent habits, we are destroying ourselves and 

depriving others.  As a church, we seem content to be dead in our trespasses, for we 

are afraid to embrace the changes that come with the new life you offer. We cry out 

to you in our trouble. Save us from our distress. Amen. 

 

 

 



ASSURANCE of FORGIVENESS 

God loved the world so much that Jesus Christ was sent to show us the way to eternal  
life. We are not condemned, but offered saving grace. Come to the light. Let its warmth  
melt away our resistance to God’s truth. We are re-created in Jesus Christ that we may  
do the good that God intends and make that goodness our way of life. Praise God! 
 
Leader: Friends, believe the good news: 
People: In Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven. 
 
SUNG RESPONSE No. 70                 What Does the Lord Require of You? TUNE: MOON 

What does the Lord require of You? 

Justice, Kindness, to seek justice and love kindness 

What does the Lord require of you? 

walk humbly with your God. 

And walk humbly with your God. 

SHARING THE PEACE of CHRIST 
 

PRAYER for ILLUMINATION     

 
READINGS FROM SCRIPTURE Isaiah 32:1-8, 16-17 
             Matthew 6:25, 33 

See, a king will reign in righteousness, 
   and princes will rule with justice. 
Each will be like a hiding-place from the wind, 
   a covert from the tempest, 
like streams of water in a dry place, 
   like the shade of a great rock in a weary land. 
Then the eyes of those who have sight will not be closed, 
   and the ears of those who have hearing will listen. 
The minds of the rash will have good judgement, 
   and the tongues of stammerers will speak readily and distinctly. 
A fool will no longer be called noble, 



   nor a villain be said to be honorable. 
For fools speak folly, 
   and their minds plot iniquity: 
to practice ungodliness, 
   to utter error concerning the LORD, 
to leave the craving of the hungry unsatisfied, 
   and to deprive the thirsty of drink. 
The villainies of villains are evil; 
   they devise wicked devices 
to ruin the poor with lying words, 
   even when the plea of the needy is right. 
But those who are noble plan noble things, 
   and by noble things they stand. 

Then justice will dwell in the wilderness, 
   and righteousness abide in the fruitful field. 
The effect of righteousness will be peace, 
   and the result of righteousness, quietness and trust forever. 

‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will  
drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body  
more than clothing? But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and 
all these things will be given to you as well. 
 
Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON “Why Righteousness Matters” Rev. Clinton G. Roberts 

SHARING OF OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS 

PASTORAL PRAYERS 

 

 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,  

as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  

Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY INVITATION 

In joyous thanksgiving, we offer sacrifices of time and resources to announce God’s 

healing grace to the world. It is our privilege to participate in God’s wonderful works to 

humankind, to share the steadfast love that is saving us, and to offer life to those who 

are perishing. 

 

OFFERTORY                                             Steal Away                                                        Spiritual 

                                                                                                                    arr. Sandra Eithun, 2012  

 

DOXOLOGY, No. 606  Tune: OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God, all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts. 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

For life-sustaining gifts that we so often take for granted-for shelter, food, and 

meaningful tasks to do; for your steadfast love that awakens us and raises us from our 

sinful ways; for your word that guides and heals us-we give you thanks, gracious God. 

As we invest a part of all you entrust to us to further the ministries of the church, may 

we show to others the immeasurable riches of your grace in Jesus Christ. Make this 

church a beacon of hope for the world. Amen. 

 



 

HYMN OF SENDING No.  339        Lift Every Voice and Sing                  Tune: LIFT EVERY VOICE 

Lift every voice and sing till earth and heaven ring, 

ring with the harmonies of liberty. 

Let our rejoicing rise high as the listening skies; 

let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us; 

sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us. 

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun,  

let us march on, till victory is won. 

 

Stony the road we trod, bitter the chastening rod, 

felt in the days when hope unborn had died. 

Yet, with a steady beat, have not our weary feet 

come to the place for which our parents sighed? 

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered;  

we have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered, 

out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last  

where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 

thou who hast brought us thus far on the way; 

thou who hast by thy might led us into the light, 

keep us forever in the path, we pray. 

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met thee; 

lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget thee; 

shadowed beneath thy hand may we forever stand, 

true to our God, true to our native land. 

 

CHARGE and BENEDICTION            

POSTLUDE                                     IV. Uriel, God is My Light          (from the Archangel Suite) 

Craig Phillips, 2012                              

 



 

*To give online or fulfill your pledge: FirstChurchLF.org/give 

*To give to our COVID-19 Fund: FirstChurchLF.org/give/covid-fund-donations 

*For information on our Mission Food Depot: FirstChurchLF.org/mission-food-depot 

 

Pastor Clint’s day off is on Monday. Pastor Kristie’s day off is on Friday. 
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