
 

 

 

February 7, 2021  Season of Epiphany 
     
PRAYER of the DAY 

Guide Me into an Unclenched Moment 

Gentle me, 

Holy One, 

into an unclenched moment, 

 a deep breath, 

  a letting go 

   of heavy expectancies, 

    of shriveling anxieties, 

     of dead certainties, 

that, softened by the silence, 

 surrounded by the light, 

  an open to the mystery, 

I may be found by wholeness, 

 Upheld by the unfathomable 

  entranced by the simple, 

   and filled with the joy 

    that is you.        

 

       By: Ted Loder 
       Guerrillas of Grace 
       Prayers for the Battle 
 

 

PRELUDE             There Is a Balm in Gilead 

Spiritual/arr. Adolphus Hailstork, 2001 



 

THE WELCOME                

CALL to WORSHIP    

LEADER: Have we not known? Have we not heard?  

PEOPLE: Has it not been told to us since the beginning? 

LEADER: Those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength;  

PEOPLE: they shall mount up with wings like eagles; 

LEADER: they shall run and not be weary; 

PEOPLE: they shall walk and not faint. 

 
 
HYMN of PRAISE, No. 796                 We Come to You for Healing, Lord    

TUNE: LAND OF REST 
We come to you for healing, Lord, 
Of body, mind, and soul, 
And pray that by your Spirit’s touch 
We may again be whole. 
 
As once you walked through ancient streets 
And reached toward those in pain, 
We know you come among us still 
With power to heal again. 
 
You touch us through physicians’ skills, 
Through nurses’ gifts of care, 
And through the love of faithful friends 
Who life our lives in prayer. 
 
Through nights of pain and wakefulness, 
Through days when strength runs low, 
Grant us your gift of patience, Lord, 
Your calming peace to know. 
 
We come to you, O Loving Lord, 
In our distress and pain, 
In trust that through our nights and days 
Your grace will heal, sustain. 



CALL to CONFESSION 

We fool ourselves if we think that our ways are hidden from God.  

Therefore let us confess our sin, trusting in the mercy of God our Maker. 

 

PRAYER of CONFESSION 

God, you are everlasting, the creator of all that is. Your understanding is beyond measure. We 
confess to you that we have sinned against you and our neighbors. In your compassion, 
forgive us, for we place our hope in your steadfast love. 

DECLARATION of FORGIVENESS 
Praise the Lord! Our God heals the brokenhearted and binds up our wounds. God takes pleasure 
in those who place their trust in God’s grace. In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.    

  
 
SUNG RESPONSE No. 792 There Is a Balm in Gilead TUNE: BALM OF GILEAD 

 

There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole; 

There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole. 

PASSING the PEACE 

THE SACRAMENT of BAPTISM  Rev. Clinton G. Roberts 

 

We rejoice with David and Laura (Johnson) Pearre as they present their child David Alexander for 

the Sacrament of Baptism. 

 
SUNG RESPONSE                        Lord Jesus Christ, our Lord Most Dear        Tune: VOM HIMMEL HOCH 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, our Lord most dear, As You were once an infant here, 
so give this child of Yours, we pray, Your grace and blessing day by day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
READING FROM SCRIPTURE  
 
  Mark 1:29-39 

As soon as they left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with James 
and John. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told him about her at 
once. He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, and she 
began to serve them. 

That evening, at sunset, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with demons. And 
the whole city was gathered around the door. And he cured many who were sick with various 
diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the demons to speak, because 
they knew him. 

In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place, and 
there he prayed. And Simon and his companions hunted for him. When they found him, they 
said to him, ‘Everyone is searching for you.’ He answered, ‘Let us go on to the neighboring 
towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out to do.’ And he 
went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in their synagogues and casting out demons. 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON “The Costliness of Healing” Rev. Kristie W. Finley 

 

OFFERING    Lay Your Healing Hands Upon Me                         Rollo A. Dilworth, 2002 

 

SHARING OUR JOYS and CONCERNS 

 



 
 

 

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

The Invitation 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer  

  Leader: The Lord be with you.  

People: And also with you. 

Leader: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

The Word of institution  

Distribution of the Elements 

Closing Prayer  



 

HYMN of SENDING No. 722 Lord, Speak to Me that I May Speak  

TUNE: CANONBURY 

        
Lord, speak to me that I may speak in living echoes of your tone. 
As you have sought, so let me seek your erring children, lost and lone. 
 
O lead me, Lord, that I may lead the wandering and the wavering feet.  
O feed me, Lord, that I may feed your hungering ones with manna sweet. 
 
O teach me Lord, that I may teach the precious truths which you impart. 
And wing my words that they may reach the hidden depths of manya heart. 
 
O fill me with your fullness, Lord, until my very heart o’erflow 
in kindling thought and glowing word, your love to tell, your praise to show. 
 
O use me, Lord, use even me, just as you will, and when, and where  
until your blessed face I see, your rest, your joy, your glory share.  
  

 

BENEDICTION            

POSTLUDE                         Variations on Amazing Grace      Arr. Gwyneth Walker, 1990  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

*To give online or fulfill your pledge: FirstChurchLF.org/give 

*To give to our COVID-19 Fund: FirstChurchLF.org/give/covid-fund-donations 

*For information on our Mission Food Depot: FirstChurchLF.org/mission-food-depot 

 

Pastor Clint’s day off is on Monday. Pastor Kristie’s day off is on Friday. 
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