
 
*Please Stand if you are able 

 

 
 

 
February 21, 2021  First Sunday in Lent 
  
   
PRAYER of the DAY 

Almighty God, 

your Son fasted forty days in the wilderness, 

and was tempted as we are but did not sin. 

Give us grace to direct our lives 

in obedience to your Spirit, 

that as you know our weakness, 

so we may know your power to save; 

through Jesus Christ our redeemer, 

who lives and reigns with you 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen 

 

PRELUDE           Reflections & Quiet Church       

  Ruth Norman and Mark Fax, 2002 

                           

THE WELCOME  

               



 
*Please Stand if you are able 

*CALL to WORSHIP                                                                             -Mark 8:35-37 from The Message  

Leader:  Jesus said, “What good would it do to get everything you want and lose you, the real   

you? 

People: “For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my 
sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.” 

 
*HYMN of PRAISE No. 169           Dear Lord and Father of Mankind                             TUNE: REPTON   
(Please refrain from singing in the sanctuary.) 

Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 
forgive our foolish ways; 
reclothe us in our rightful mind,  
in purer lives thy service find, 
in deeper reverence, praise. 
 
In simple trust like theirs who heard 
beside the Syrian sea 
the gracious calling of the Lord, 
let us, like them, without a word 
rise up and follow thee. 
 
O Sabbath rest by Galilee, 
O calm of hills above, 
where Jesus knelt to share with thee  
the silence of eternity, 
interpreted by love! 
 
Drop thy still dews of quietness, 
till all our strivings cease; 
take from our souls the strain and stress, 
and let our ordered lives confess 
the beauty of thy peace. 
 
*CALL to CONFESSION 

When we pass through deep waters or go through times of fiery trial, the Lord our God is with 

us.  With confidence in God, our creator and redeemer, let us confess our sin. 

 



 
*Please Stand if you are able 

*PRAYER of CONFESSION 
Merciful God, in your gracious presence we confess our sin and the sin of this world. Although 
Christ is among us as our peace, we are a people divided against ourselves as we cling to the 
values of a broken world. The profit and pleasures we pursue lay waste the land and pollute 
the seas. The fears and jealousies that we harbor set neighbor against neighbor and nation 
against nation. 
 
We abuse your good gifts of imagination and freedom, of intellect and reason, and have 
turned them into bonds of oppression. Lord, have mercy upon us; heal and forgive us. Set us 
free to serve you in the world as agents of your reconciling love in Jesus Christ. 
 

*Kyrie 
(Please refrain from singing in the sanctuary.) 

Lord, have mercy; Christ have mercy; Lord, have mercy on me;  
Lord, have mercy; Christ have mercy; Lord, have mercy on me. 
 
*ASSURANCE of PARDON 
Listen, the time has come at last. Look, now is the day of salvation! 
Listen, so that you may live: the steadfast love of the Lord never fails.  
 
Leader: In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
*SUNG RESPONSE 
(Please refrain from singing in the sanctuary.) 

Breathe through the heats of our desire  

thy coolness and thy balm; 

let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 

speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire, 

O still, small voice of calm! 
 

*SHARING the PEACE of CHRIST 
 

 

 

 



 
*Please Stand if you are able 

 

PRAYER for ILLUMINATION     

Gracious God, our way in the wilderness, guide us, by your Word, through these forty days, and 
minister to us with your Holy Spirit, so that we may reformed, restored, and renewed; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
READING FROM SCRIPTURE Mark 1:9-15 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And 
just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 
descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the 
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’ 

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness for forty 
days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and 
saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the 
good news.’ 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON “Finding your Life: Listening Deeply”      Rev. Clinton G. Roberts 

 
HYMN No. 410                                God Is Calling through the Whisper               TUNE: W ZLOBIE LEZY  
(Please refrain from singing in the sanctuary.) 

God is calling through the whisper 
of the Spirit’s deepest sighs, 
through the thrill of sudden beauties  
that can catch us by surprise. 
Flash of lightning, crash of thunder; 
hush of stillness, rush of wonder: 
God is calling - can you hear? 
God is calling - can you hear? 



 
*Please Stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS and CONCERNS 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,  

as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  

Amen. 

 

OFFERING Open Mine Eyes  Clara H. Scott, 1895 

 

HYMN    Lord, Who throughout These Forty Days           TUNE: ST. FLAVIAN 

(Please refrain from singing in the sanctuary.) 

Lord, who throughout these forty days for us did fast and pray, 

teach us with you to mourn our sins and lose by you to stay. 

Abide with us, till when this life of suffering shall be past, 

an Easter of unending joy we may attain at last. 

 

PRAYER of SENDING 

Thank you, gracious God, for giving us bread for the journey of these forty days. As we travel on 

through the wilderness help us to share your grace with others and draw us ever closer to you; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

*HYMN of SENDING No. 543               God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me 
  TUNE: GREEN TYLER 

(Please refrain from singing in the sanctuary.) 

God, be the love to search and keep me; 

God, be the prayer to move my voice; 

God, be the strength to now uphold me: 

O Christ, surround me; 

O Christ, surround me. 

 



 
*Please Stand if you are able 

Bind to myself the Name of Holy, 

great cloud of witnesses enfold; 

prophets, apostles, angels witness: 

O Christ, surround me; 

O Christ, surround me. 

 

Brightness of sun and glow of moonlight, 

flashing of lightning, strength of wind, 

depth of the sea to soil of planet: 

O Christ, surround me; 

O Christ, surround me. 

 

Walking behind to hem my journey,  

going ahead to light my way, 

and from beneath, above, and all ways: 

O Christ, surround me;  

O Christ, surround me. 

 

Christ in the eyes of all who see me, 

Christ in the ears that hear my voice, 

Christ in the hearts of all who know me: 

O Christ, surround me; 

O Christ, surround me. 

*BENEDICTION            

POSTLUDE                                      I. Allegro from the Archangel Suite                  Craig Phillips, 2012  

 

 

 

 



 
*Please Stand if you are able 

 

*To give online or fulfill your pledge: FirstChurchLF.org/give 

*To give to our COVID-19 Fund: FirstChurchLF.org/give/covid-fund-donations 

*For information on our Mission Food Depot: FirstChurchLF.org/mission-food-depot 

 

Pastor Clint’s day off is on Monday. Pastor Kristie’s day off is on Friday. 
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