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PRAYER OF PREPARATION 

Brightness of God’s glory and exact image of God’s person, 

whom death could not conquer nor the tomb imprison, 

as you have shared our frailty in human flesh, 

help us to share your immortality in the Spirit. 

Let no shadow of the grave terrify us, 

and no fear of darkness turn our hearts from you. 

Reveal yourself to us this day and all our days, 

as the first and the last, the Living One, 

our immortal Savior and Lord. 

 

PRELUDE He Arose: Fanfare for Easter Libby Larsen, 2007 

 Flourishes Carlyle Sharp, 2005 

THE WELCOME 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP    

Leader:  Christ is Risen! 

People: Christ is Risen indeed!  

Leader:  God is alive. 

People: Christ is risen indeed!  

Leader: New birth is given. 

People: Christ is risen indeed!  

Leader: Hope is alive. 

People: Christ is risen indeed!  

Leader: A new age is dawning. 

People: Christ is risen indeed!  

Leader: Joy is alive. 

People: Christ is risen indeed!  

Leader: Redemption is here.  

People:  Christ is risen indeed!  
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Leader: Love is alive. 

People: Christ is risen indeed! 

Leader: Death cannot harm us. 

People: Christ is risen indeed!  

Leader: We are alive. 

People: Christ is risen indeed!  

Leader: New life is within us. 

People: Christ is risen indeed!  

Leader: The church is alive. 

People: Christ is risen indeed!  

Leader: God’s Spirit is within us.  

People: God of life, we worship you. 

 God of creation, we praise you. 

 God of revelation, we learn from you. 

 God of resurrection, we are here to celebrate you! 

 

*HYMN OF PRAISE, NO. 232 Jesus Christ Is Risen Today  Tune: EASTER HYMN 

    (Please refrain from singing aloud in the sanctuary.) 
Jesus Christ is risen to day, Alleluia! 

our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 

suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 
 

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 

unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia! 

who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 

sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 
 

But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 

our salvation have procured. Alleluia! 

Now above the sky he’s King, Alleluia! 

where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 
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Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 

praise eternal as God’s love. Alleluia!  

Praise our God, ye heavenly host, Alleluia! 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!  

 

*A UNISON PRAYER FOR EASTER 

God of all ages and of all people, the shadows and gloom of Good Friday have been dispersed 

by the light and color of Easter Sunday.  We rejoice in your power that turns our sorrow into 

joy, our despair into hope, our defeat into victory and evil into goodness.  Help us on this 

Easter morning, O God, to burst out of the tombs that have trapped us: tombs of selfishness 

and sinfulness, greed and gluttony, scandal and corruption, pride and prejudice.  Let now a 

new life of divine grace and human love burst forth from each of us this Easter day, through 

the grace of Jesus Christ, the Risen One.  Amen. 

 

*SUNG RESPONSE: The Strife is O’er Tune: VICTORY 

    (Please refrain from singing aloud in the sanctuary.) 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

The strife is o’er, the battle done, the victory of life is won; 

The song of triumph has begun. Alleluia! 

The powers of death have done their worst, but Christ their legions hath dispersed:  

Let shouts of holy joy outburst. Alleluia! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

Leader: Since God loved us so much, we too should love one another. 

People: Let us love one another, since love comes from God. 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 

People: And with your spirit. 
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PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

Living God, with joy we celebrate the presence of your risen Word.  Enliven our hearts by your 

Holy Spirit so that we may proclaim the good news of eternal and abundant life; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING John 20:1, 11-18 Christina Carris (9:00 AM) 

 Alex McDowell (11:00 AM) 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and 

saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 
 

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; 

and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head 

and the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, 

“They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” When she had 

said this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 

Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? For whom are you looking?” Supposing him 

to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have 

laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in 

Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because 

I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them,” I am ascending 

to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and 

announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she told them that he had said these 

things to her. 
 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to you, O Christ 

 

ANTHEM An Anthem for Easter (9:00 AM) William Billings, 1787 

 I Know That My Redeemer Liveth (11:00 AM) G.F. Handel, 1741 
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SECOND READING  Psalm 104:33-34 

I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; 

 I will sing praise to my God while I have being. 

May my meditation be pleasing to him, 

 for I rejoice in the LORD. 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord.  

People: Thanks be to God.  

 

SERMON “Finding Your Voice” Rev. Clinton G. Roberts 

 

HYMN NO. 240 Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks TUNE: ALLELUIA NO.1 

    (Please refrain from singing aloud in the sanctuary.) 
Refrain: Alleluia, alleluia! 

 Give thanks to the risen Lord. 

 Alleluia, alleluia! 

 Give praise to his name. 
 

Jesus is Lord of all the earth. 

He is the King of creation. 
 

Refrain 
 

Come let us praise the living God, 

Joyfully sing to our Savior. 
 

Refrain 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  
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INVITATION TO OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY  Praise the Lord With Drums and Cymbals, Op.101  Sigfried Karg-Elert 

  (1877-1933)  

 

*DOXOLOGY   Tune: LAST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessing flow. 

Praise God all creatures here below. 

Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: THE APOSTLES’ CREED (Traditional) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of 

the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  

 

*HYMN OF SENDING, NO. 268 Crown Him with Many Crowns TUNE: DIADEMATA 

    (Please refrain from singing aloud in the sanctuary.) 
Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne; 

hark, how the heavenly anthem drowns all music but its own! 

Awake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee, 

and hail him as thy matchless King through all eternity. 
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Crown him the Lord of love; behold his hands and side, 

rich wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified: 

no angel in the sky can fully bear that sight, 

but downward bends his burning eye at mysteries so bright. 
 

Crown him the Lord of peace, whose power a scepter sways 

from pole to pole, that wars may cease, absorbed in prayer and praise. 

His reign shall know no end; and round his pierced feet 

fair flowers of paradise extend their fragrance ever sweet. 
 

Crown him the Lord of years, the potentate of time; 

creator of the rolling spheres, ineffably sublime. 

All hail, Redeemer, hail! For thou hast died for me;  

thy praise shall never, never fail throughout eternity. 

 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION            

 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE The Strife is O’er  Tune: VICTORY  

    (Please refrain from singing aloud in the sanctuary.) 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  

The three sad days are quickly sped, Christ rises glorious from the dead: 

All glory to our risen Head!  Alleluia!  

Lord, by your wounds on Calvary From death’s dread sting your servants free, that we may live 

eternally. Alleluia! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

*POSTLUDE Toccata from Symphony No. 5 Charles-Marie Widor 

   (1844-1937) 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

The Easter flowers throughout 

the church have been given... 



 

 



 

*To give online or fulfill your pledge: FirstChurchLF.org/give 

*For information on our Mission Food Depot: FirstChurchLF.org/mission-food-depot 

 

Pastor Clint’s day off is on Monday. Pastor Kristie’s day off is on Friday. 
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Rev. Clinton Roberts 

Rev. Kristie Finley 

Jim Cochrane, Director of Youth Ministries 

Sarah Seccombe, Director of Children’s Ministries 

Dr. Barry Wenger, Director of Bell Choirs and Organist 

Dr. Tom Tropp, Director of Music and Arts 

Susan Noble, Director of Children’s Music 

Liturgists: Christina Carris, Alex McDowell 

Choral Scholars: Manda Gervase, Josh Pritchett, and Jesse Bettis 

Brass Quintet: Paul Lowry, Chris Scanlon, trumpet; Andy King, horn; 

Tim Riordan, Ryan Miller, trombone 

AV Support: Aaron Helms, Will and Peter Elliott 
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