
 

 

 

 

April 26, 2020               Third Sunday of Easter 

 

REFLECTION 
Resurrection. The reversal of what was thought to be absolute.  The turning of midnight into dawn, 
hatred into love, dying into living anew… We give thanks for all those times we have arisen from the 
depths or simply taken a tiny step toward something new.  May we be empowered by extraordinary 
second chances.  And as we enter the world anew, let us turn the tides of despair into endless waves of 
hope. -Molly Fumia  

PRELUDE Morning Has Broken Keith Chapman, 1979                                         

WELCOME 

CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 34 

Leader: I will bless the Lord at all times; 
People: God’s praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
Leader: My soul makes its boost in the Lord; 
People: Let the humble hear and be glad. 
Leader:   O magnify the Lord with me, 
People:  And let us exalt God’s name together. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE, No. 15 All Creatures of Our God and King Tune: LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
   

 

 

 



 

 



 
 
CALL to CONFESSION  
We come before God not as despised sinners, but as beloved children. With the confidence of children 
of God, let us humbly confess our sin. 
 
PRAYER of CONFESSION (UNISON) 
Eternal God, in whom we live and move and have our being, whose face is hidden from us by our sins, 
and whose mercy we forget in the blindness of our hearts: Cleanse us from all our offenses,  
and deliver us from proud thoughts and vain desires, that with reverent and humble hearts  
we may draw near to you, confessing our faults, confiding in your grace,  
and finding in you our refuge and strength; through Jesus Christ your Son. 

(time for silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Leader: Our righteousness is found in Christ alone, a gift of God by faith. Beloved people of God, 

believe the good news: through the grace of Jesus Christ. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
SUNG RESPONSE The Strife is O’er Tune: VICTORY 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
The strife is o’er, the battle done, the victory of life is won 
the song of triumph has begun. Alleluia! 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Leader: Startle us, O God, with your truth, and open our minds to your Spirit, that we may be one with 

Christ our Lord, and serve as faithful disciples, through Jesus Christ.  
All: Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON  Psalm 116:1-7 

I love the Lord, because he has heard my voice and my supplications. Because he inclined his ear to me, 
therefore I will call on him as long as I live. The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid 
hold on me; I suffered distress and anguish. Then I called on the name of the Lord: “O Lord, I pray, save 
my life!” Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; our God is merciful. The Lord protects the simple; 
when I was brought low, he saved me. Return, O my soul, to your rest, for the Lord has dealt bountifully 
with you. 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 



NEW TESTAMENT LESSON  Luke 24:13-35 

Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from 
Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. While they were talking and 
discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And 
he said to them, ‘What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?’ They stood still, looking 
sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem 
who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?’ He asked them, ‘What things?’ 
They replied, ‘The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God 
and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and 
crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the 
third day since these things took place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the 
tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had 
indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb 
and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.’ Then he said to them, ‘Oh, how foolish 
you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the 
Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?’ Then beginning with Moses and all the 
prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 

As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. But they 
urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.’ So he 
went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and 
gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their 
sight. They said to each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, 
while he was opening the scriptures to us?’ That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they 
found the eleven and their companions gathered together. They were saying, ‘The Lord has risen indeed, and 
he has appeared to Simon!’ Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made 
known to them in the breaking of the bread. 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON Stay With Us Rev. Clinton G. Roberts  
 
SONG OF RESPONSE Stay With Me Taizé Community 

 



 
OFFERING* Amazing Grace William Walker/John Newton 

DOXOLOGY  Tune: LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.  Through your goodness you have blessed us with 
these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions.  Use us, and what we have gathered, in 
feeding the world with your love; through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our 
Savior and Lord.  

All: Amen. 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

  



HYMN OF SENDING, No. 541 God Be With You Tune: RANDOLPH  

 
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION           

POSTLUDE   Fantasy on ENGELBERG Craig Phillips, 1996 

  
 
 
 
*To give online or fulfill your pledge: FirstChurchLF.org/give 
*To give to our COVID-19 Fund: FirstChurchLF.org/give/covid-fund-donations 
*For information on our Mission Food Depot: FirstChurchLF.org/mission-food-depot 
 
Pastor Kristie’s day off is on Thursday. Pastor Clint’s day Off is on Friday. 

http://www.firstchurchlf.org/give
https://firstchurchlf.org/give/covid-fund-donations/
https://firstchurchlf.org/mission-food-depot/

