
*Please stand if you are able 

 

April 25, 2021 Fourth Sunday of Easter    

 

PRAYER OF PREPARATION 

O Lord our God, we give you thanks  

for the new life you raise up in us 

through the mystery of our baptism 

the sorrow of the heavy cross, 

the surprise of the empty tomb, 

the love that death could not destroy. 
 

By the power of your Holy Spirit,  

poured out upon us in baptism, 

fill us with the joy of resurrection, 

so that we may be a living sign 

of your new heaven and new earth; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

PRELUDE Variation on The God of Abraham Praise arr. Matthew Prins, 2012  

 King of Love, King of Peace arr. William Bryan Kyle, 2015 

 

THE WELCOME  

 

 



*Please stand if you are able 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Psalm 118:23-24 

Leader: The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone; 

People: The Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

Leader: This is the day the Lord has made; 

People: Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

*HYMN OF PRAISE, No. 804 Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart! TUNE: MARION 

    (Please refrain from singing aloud in the sanctuary.) 

Rejoice, ye pure in heart! 

Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 

Your festal banner wave on high, 

the cross of Christ your king. 
 

REFRAIN: 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 
 

With voice as full and strong  

as ocean’s surging praise, 

send forth the sturdy hymns of old,  

the psalms of ancient days. 
 

REFRAIN: 

Yes, on through life’s long path, 

still chanting as ye go, 

from youth to age, by night and day, 

in gladness and in woe: 
 

REFRAIN: 

 

*CALL TO CONFESSION  1 Peter 2:24 

Christ himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sin, we might live for 

righteousness. 



*Please stand if you are able 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Almighty God, 

In raising Jesus from the grave, you shattered the power of sin and death. We confess that we 

remain captive to doubt and fear, bound by the ways that lead to death. We overlook the 

poor and the hungry, and pass by those who mourn; we are deaf to the cries of the oppressed, 

and indifferent to calls for peace; we despise the weak, and abuse the earth you made. 

Forgive us, God of mercy. Help us to trust your power to change our lives and make us new, 

that we may know the joy of life abundant given in Jesus Christ, the risen Lord. Amen. 

 

 Lord, Have Mercy TUNE: LAND OF REST 

    (Please refrain from singing aloud in the sanctuary.) 

Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

*DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  1 Peter 2:25 

Leader: All of us, like sheep, have gone astray, but now we have returned to the shepherd and 

guardian of our souls. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

*SUNG RESPONSE, No. 236 The Strife is O’er                     TUNE: VICTORY 

    (Please refrain from singing aloud in the sanctuary.) 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

The three sad days are quickly sped; 

Christ rises glorious from the dead: 

All glory to our risen Head! Alleluia! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

 

 



*Please stand if you are able 

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

Leader: The Peace of Christ be with you. 

People: And with your spirit. 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  Rev. Clinton G. Roberts 

Receiving the sacrament of baptism is Philip Anderson Hamming, child of Mark and Lesley 

(Meade) Hamming. 

Congregational Question 

Leader: Friends, do we, as members of the church of Jesus Christ, promise to guide and nurture 

this child by word and deed, with love and prayer, encouraging him to know and follow 

Jesus, and to be a faithful member of his church? 

Congregation:  We do. 

The Baptism 

The Welcome 

With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you into Christ's church. We are all members of the 

household of God and family through Jesus Christ.  

 

SUNG RESPONSE           Lord Jesus Christ, our Lord Most Dear  TUNE: VOM HIMMEL HOCH 

Lord Jesus Christ, our Lord most dear, as You were once an infant here, 
so give this child of Yours, we pray, Your grace and blessing day by day. 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Guide us, O God, by your Word and Spirit, that in your light we may see light, in your truth 

find freedom, and in your will discover your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

 



*Please stand if you are able 

SCRIPTURE READING   John 10:11-21 

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand, 

who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the 

sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs 

away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own 

and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my 

life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and 

they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father 

loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I 

lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. 

I have received this command from my Father.” 

Again the Jews were divided because of these words. Many of them were saying, “He has a 

demon and is out of his mind. Why listen to him?” Others were saying, “These are not the words 

of one who has a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?” 
 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to you, O Christ.  

 

SERMON “The Good Shepherd” Rev. Clinton G. Roberts 

 

MUSIC The Lord’s My Shepherd (Brother James’ Air) arr. John A Behnke, 2020 

 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 



*Please stand if you are able 

OFFERING  MEDITATION ON ABERYSTWYTH arr. Healey Willan 
  (1880-1968) 

 

*DOXOLOGY   TUNE: OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God all creatures here below. 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

*THE TWENTY-THIRD PSALM 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 

 He makes me lie down in green pastures; 

 he leads me beside still waters; 

 he restores my soul. 

He leads me in right paths 

 for his name’s sake. 

Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 

I fear no evil; 

for you are with me; 

your rod and your staff— 

 they comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me 

 in the presence of my enemies; 

 you anoint my head with oil; 

 my cup overflows. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

 all the days of my life, 

 and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord 

 my whole life long. 

 

 



*Please stand if you are able 

*HYMN OF SENDING No. 803              My Shepherd Will Supply My Need TUNE: RESIGNATION 

    (Please refrain from singing aloud in the sanctuary.) 

My shepherd will supply my need; Jehovah is his name. 

In pastures fresh he makes me feed, beside the living stream. 

He brings my wandering spirit back when I forsake his ways, 

and leads me, for his mercy’s sake, in paths of truth and grace. 
 

When I walk through the shades of death your presence is my stay; 

one word of your supporting breath drives all my fears away. 

Your hand, in sight of all my foes, does still my table spread; 

my cup with blessings overflows; your oil anoints my head. 
 

The sure provisions of my God attend me all my days; 

O may your house be my abode, and all my work be praise. 

There would I find a settled rest, while others go and come; 

no more a stranger, or a guest, but like a child at home. 

 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE    Alleluia on Lasst Uns Erfreuen arr. Franklin D. Ashdown, 2014 

 

Chancel Flowers 

Given by Ed and Nancy Hamming in joyful celebration of the 

baptism of our grandson, Philip Anderson Hamming 

 

 



 

Holy Communion next Sunday, May 2; all are welcome to participate.  
 

To give online or fulfill your pledge: FirstChurchLF.org/give 
For information on our Mission Food Depot: FirstChurchLF.org/mission-food-depot 
 

Pastor Clint’s day off is on Monday. Pastor Kristie’s day off is on Friday. 
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Susan Noble, Director of Children’s Music 
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