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To all who are weary and seek rest,
To all who mourn and long for comfort,
To all who are lonely and desire friendship,

To all who hunger and thirst for grace,
and to all who will come,

First Pres opens wide her doors and offers
welcome in the name of Jesus Christ.




Today's Service

Ordinary Time

The times between Christmas and Lent and between
Pentecost and Advent are known as “Ordinary Time,” time
outside the two great seasons of the liturgical calendar.
The truth is there is nothing ordinary — if by ordinary we
mean less important — about this time. During this time
we are invited into faithful attention to what it means to
live out daily what we say we believe.

The Revised Common Lectionary scriptures assigned for
today are Genesis 32:22-31 and Psalm 17:1-7,15;

Isaiah 55:1-5 and Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21; Romans 9:1-5;
Matthew 14:13-21.

Cover is original art by Mark McMahon. Copyright:
McMahongallery.com

Prayer for Today

Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your
Church; and, because it cannot continue in safety without
your help, protect and govern it always by your goodness;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Book of Common Prayer

Visiting First Pres?

If you're new to First Pres, please scan this
code to get in touch.

Join us for Coffee Hour following worship
in the Great Room.
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Communion Servers

Our Sanctuary sound system is
equipped to broadcast directly
=A== to Auracast (via Bluetooth, check
your hearing aid’s phone app) and
\ T-Coil-equipped hearing aids.
—  Assistive listening devices are also
available from the ushers.



Prelude Holy Manna
Wilbur Held

The Welcome

Introit The Lone Wild Bird
David Johnson
The lone, wild bird in lofty flight
Is still with Thee, nor leaves Thy sight
And | am Thine! | rest in Thee.
Great Spirit, come, and rest in me.

The ends of earth are in Thy hands,
The sea’s dark deep and faroff land.
And | am Thine! | rest in Thee.
Great Spirit, come, and rest in me.

-Henry Richard McFadyen

*Call to Worship Psalm 145:3-4, 10-11, 21
Leader: Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised;
People: thereis no end to God's greatness.
Leader: One generation shall praise your works to another
People: and shall declare your power.
Leader: All your works praise you, Lord,
People: and your faithful servants bless you.
Leader: They make known the glory of your kingdom
People: and speak your power.
Leader: The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season.
People: You open your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing.
Leader: My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord:
People: Let all flesh bless God’s holy name for ever and ever.

*Hymn of Praise No. 4 Holy God, We Praise Your Name

* PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE.



Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession
(silent confession..) God of compassion, we are weary. We have wrestled
with our worry instead of resting in you. We have asserted our own goodness
instead of recognizing yours. We have turned away those hungry for your
help instead of trusting you and feeding them from your limitless supply of
blessings. Forgive us, heal us, and help us to hold on to you. We call upon you,
for you will answer us, O God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Kyrie John Arndt, David Gungor, lan Cron,
Ben Kilgore, and Evan Wickham
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Assurance of Forgiveness

*Gloria Patri No. 581
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.

*Passing the Peace of Christ
Leader: The Peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

* PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE.



Blessing of the Children

Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:

People:
All:

Following the blessing, children in preschool through 4th grade may go the
Playground. Every child needs to be checked-in through Church Center before
attending. If you haven't already, please scan the QR code to create a Church
Center profile and then check-in your child(ren) for Sunday school at one of
the check-in stations in the Great Room.

Holy God, we thank you for the gift of these children,
And for their parents.

We know that you have entrusted them to their parents,
And also to our community.

To care for them,

to teach them,

to be examples of Christ to them.

Bless these children.

And let us be a blessing to them.

Amen.

Invitation to the Offering

You may give online by scanning the QR code with your mobile phone,
go to firstchurchlf.org/give, or use your Church Center App.
Thank you for your generosity!

Offel‘tOI‘Y Praise, O Praise Our God and King

Martin How

Praise, O praise our God and King;
hymns of adoration sing:

For his mercies still endure

ever faithful, ever sure.

Praise him that he made the sun
day by day his course to run.
And the silver moon by night,
shining with her gentle light.
Praise him that he gave the rain
to mature the swelling grain.
And for richer food than this,
pledge of everlasting bliss.

Glory to the Father, Son,
and blest Spirit, Three in One.

* PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE.




*Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

Gospel Lesson Matthew 14:13-21

New Testament, page 16 in pew Bible

Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by
himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. When he
went ashore, he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion for them and cured their sick.
When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the
hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food
for themselves.” Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them something to
eat.” They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” And he said, “Bring
them here to me.” Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five
loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and blessed and broke the loaves and gave
them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And all ate and were
filled, and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. And
those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children.

Sermon David Zahl
“Superabundance”

* PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE.



*Hymn of Response

All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly
Text by: Sylvia D. Dunstan

PLEADING SAVIOR
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3.All who hun - ger, sing to - geth - er; Je - sus Christ is liv - ing bread.
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Come from wil - der - ness and wan-dering. Here, in truth, we will be fed.
Come from rest - less - ness and roam - ing.  Here, in joy, we keep the feast.
Come from lone - li - mness and long - ing. Here, in  peace, we have been led.
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Taste and see the grace e - ter - nal. Taste and see that God is good.

*Affirmation of Faith

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in

Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead;

he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.

Amen.

* PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE.



Communion

Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right for us to give thanks and praise.

Prayers of the People

The Invitation to the Table and Words of Institution

Sharing the Bread and Cup

So that all feel welcome at the table, the bread is gluten-free, and the cups contain grape
juice. Communion is served by intinction—please take a piece of bread, dip it into the cup,
and partake. Ushers will guide your row when it is time to come forward.

Communion Music The Eyes of All Wait Upon Thee

The eyes of all wait upon thee, and thou

Jean Berger

givest them their meat in due season.
Thou openest thine hand, and satisfiest the
desire of every living thing.

- Psalm 145:15-16

The Prayer of Thanksgiving

* PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE.



*Hymn of Sending The Lord's Prayer
Albert Hay Malotte
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*Benediction
*Postlude In Thee is Gladness

Johann Sebastian Bach

* PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE.






Prayers

Joys & Concerns

We give thanks for our guest preacher,
David Zahl.

For Meg Dempsey and her family on the
death of her husband Rev. Don Dempsey.

For Joan Wasson, Jon’s mother, who has
entered hospice care.

For Donna Johnson and her children
Hannah and Norah on the death of her
husband, Dave, on July 22.

For Lynnette Hinch and her family on the
death of her mother, Neila Barnes.

Community

For the ongoing work of our Mission
Partner Mockingbird Ministry.
Mockingbird is a Christian organization
that connects the gospel of Jesus Christ
with the realities of everyday life, offering

Prayer Requests

an honest and grace-centered approach
to faith in a way that is both comforting
and inspiring. Founded by David Zahl in
2007, Mockingbird produces a wide range
of content-driven programs, a quarterly
print magazine, original books, podcasts,
national conferences, and online essays
that translate Christian theology into
accessible, real-world reflection. Through
these platforms, Mockingbird reaches

a broad and diverse audience, creating
spaces for honest conversations about
faith, doubt, grace, suffering, and joy, while
modeling a pastorally sensitive approach
that resonates deeply with contemporary
Christian life. “Behind our entire project
lies the conviction that none of us ever
move beyond our need to hear the basic
good news of God’s Grace.” Explore the
many ways to read, reflect and connect
by visiting mbird.com.

We are a church that prays for each other, celebrating life’s joys and supporting
each other in times of need. Our staff prays together on Tuesday mornings

and would like to include your prayers. For prayer requests, you can email us at
pastoralcare@firstchurchlf.org or call 224.544.1962.

Prayer requests will be removed from this listing after two weeks.

Prayer Chain For confidential prayers, you may email prayerchain@firstchurchlf.org.

Please know that your prayers will be held in strict confidence.




Announcements and Upcoming Events

Guest Preacher David Zahl

David Zahl is the founder and director of
Mockingbird Ministries, editor-in-chief

of the Mockingbird website, and co-

host of both The Mockingcast and The
Brothers Zahl podcasts. Zahl is the author
of Seculosity: How Career, Parenting,
Technology, Food, Politics, and Romance
Became Our New Religion and What

To Do About It and Low Anthropology:
The Unlikely Key to a Gracious View of
Others (and Yourself). His latest book,
The Big Relief: The Urgency of Grace

for a Worn-Out World appeared in April
2025 from Brazos Press. His writing has
been featured in The Washington Post,
Christianity Today, and The Guardian,
among other venues. He and his family live
in Charlottesville, Virginia.

Office Summer Hours

Just a reminder, the office will be closing
at noon on Fridays now through August
14. If you have a pastoral care need on

a Friday, please email pastoralcare@
firstpreslf.org or call 847.234.6250.

Faith Connections Newsletter

Sign up using the QR code
here to receive our weekly
Friday email with up-to-date
information about special

events and other activities at
First Pres!

Children’s Choir Registration

Register your children for Children’s Choir
today! Rehearsals begin on Wednesday,
September 16, and the children will sing
one Sunday each month. We kindly ask
that participants be at least 5 years old
by September 1, 2026. Childcare will be
available for those with younger siblings.
Register on Church Center.

Taste and See: Food and Wine in the Bible
October 8, Elawa Farms

Of all the images that evoke Christian
faith, none may be more central or
prominent than the table. Jesus frequents
the table. His first miracle in John’s Gospel
transforms water into wine. His Last
Supper features bread and wine as central
mnemonics. “Do this in remembrance

of me.” How do we make sense of the
interweaving of Scripture, theology, food,
and wine? Well, naturally, over a meal

with friends. This evening brings all these
things together — friends, food, and wine.
And together we will dare to ask if the
table might tell us more about Christ

and Christ's world than we ever imagined
before. Save the date and stay tuned to
register.

Find First Pres in Church Center Scan here to log in and
learn about everything happening in our congregation!




Announcements and Upcoming Events

Lend a Hand with Youth Ministry
We're seeking volunteers to support our
growing youth ministry. Opportunities
include Sunday evening middle school
and high school youth groups, as well

as Wednesday afternoon 8th grade
Confirmation classes. To learn more or
get involved, email Danny Carpenter at
dcarpenter@firstchurchlf.org.

Hygiene Care Kits for Mission

After worship on Sunday, August 23,

all ages are welcome to help assemble
hygiene and care kits for elementary and
middle school students, to be distributed

through the North Chicago
Community Partners. Scan
the QR code to access the
Amazon registry if you would

like to contribute to the

supplies needed for the kits.

Win Parking + Pew on Christmas Eve
Now is your chance to win a reserved
parking spot and a pew for your family at
the Christmas Eve service of your choice!
How? Simple—just upload a picture of you
or your family to Church Center by Rally
Sunday, September 13. For questions,
email Karla Finley (karla@firstpreslf.org).

Church Membership
If you are interested in becoming a
member at First Pres, classes

will meet on September 20 [m] %= =]
and 27. Sign up on Church _'@_.,#'1.&1:::_
Center or use the QR code. ":"-'%ui
For more information, contact =i Al

Diane Quinn at membership@
firstchurchlf.org.

Fall Rummage Sale September 26

Save the date for this year’s fall rummage
sale! You're invited to join us on Saturday,
September 26, 8:00 am to 3:00 pm.
Rummage can't happen without
volunteers, so watch this space and sign
up to help on one of the most fun days of
the year once the link goes live.

College Brunch Kickoff August 30

All Lake Forest College students are
warmly invited to our first (of hopefully
many) college brunches here at First Pres.
We'll have coffee after worship, and then
head down to Fellowship Hall at 10:45, and
we're planning on wrapping up about an
hour later. We would love to have you!

Pastoral Care

For pastoral care when the church
office is closed, email pastoralcare@
firstchurchlf.org or call 224.544.1962 to
leave a voicemail.

Get Involved Scan this code to get more information about specific
ministries, upcoming events and volunteer opportunities.
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