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* PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE.

To all who are weary and seek rest,

To all who mourn and long for comfort,

To all who are lonely and desire friendship,

To all who hunger and thirst for grace, 
and to all who will come, 

First Pres opens wide her doors and offers 
welcome in the name of Jesus Christ.
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Ordinary Time
The times between Christmas and Lent and between 
Pentecost and Advent are known as “Ordinary Time,” time 
outside the two great seasons of the liturgical calendar. 
The truth is there is nothing ordinary — if by ordinary we 
mean less important — about this time. During this time 
we are invited into faithful attention to what it means to 
live out daily what we say we believe.

The Revised Common Lectionary scriptures assigned for 
today are Genesis 24:34-38 and Psalm 45:10-17;  
Zachariah 9:9-12 and Psalm 145:8-14; Romans 7:15-25a; 
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30.
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Today’s Service

Prayer for Today
O God, you have taught us to keep all your 
commandments by loving you and our neighbor: Grant us 
the grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to 
you with our whole heart, and united to one another with 
pure affection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen.

The Book of Common Prayer

Visiting First Pres?
If you’re new to First Pres, please scan this 
code to get in touch.

Join us for Coffee Hour following worship 
in the Great Room.

Our Sanctuary sound system is 
equipped to broadcast directly 
to Auracast (via Bluetooth, check 
your hearing aid’s phone app) and 
T-Coil-equipped hearing aids. 
Assistive listening devices are also 
available from the ushers.
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	 Prelude 	 How Firm a Foundation 
Jean Langlais

	 The Welcome

	 Introit 	 Come, Ye that Love the Lord 
arr. Alice Parker

Come, ye that love the Lord, 
And let your joys be known; 
Join in a song with sweet accord, 
And thus surround the throne. 

The sorrows of the mind 
Be banished from the place; 
Religion never was designed 
To make our pleasures less. 

Let those refuse to sing, 
Who never knew our God; 
But children of the heav’nly King 
May speak their joys abroad. 

-Isaac Watts

*Call to Worship	 Psalm 145:8-13
Leader: 	 The Lord is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
People: 	 The Lord is good to all, 

and God’s mercy is over all that God has made.
Leader: 	 All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord,
People:	 and all your saints shall bless you!
Leader: 	 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,
People:	 and your dominion endures throughout all generations.

*Hymn of Praise No. 463	 How Firm a Foundation

	 Call to Confession
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	 Prayer of Confession	 Matthew 11:28; Romans 7:20
(silent confession...)  Holy God, we confess to you and to each other that we 
are tired and weighed down by the brokenness in ourselves and in the world. 
Your creation groans for rest but we look to everything but You to provide 
it. We surround ourselves with noise and distractions that promise comfort. 
We desire to do good in the world but find ourselves prioritizing our selfish 
desires. Restore our hearts, life-giving God, and grant us courage to freely 
give our burdens to you. Help us to turn from our sin, and to believe Jesus’ 
promise that he will give us rest. Amen.

	 Kyrie	 John Arndt, David Gungor, Ian Cron,
	 Ben Kilgore, and Evan Wickham

	 Assurance of Forgiveness

*Gloria Patri No. 581
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. Amen.

*Passing the Peace of Christ
Leader:	 The Peace of Christ be with you.
People:	 And also with you.
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	 Blessing of the Children
Leader: 	 Holy God, we thank you for the gift of these children,
People:	 And for their parents.
Leader: 	 We know that you have entrusted them to their parents,
People: 	 And also to our community.
Leader: 	 To care for them,  

to teach them,  
to be examples of Christ to them.

	 Bless these children.
People: 	 And let us be a blessing to them.
All: 	 Amen.
Following the blessing, children in preschool through 4th grade may go the 
Playground. Every child needs to be checked-in through Church Center before 
attending. If you haven’t already, please scan the QR code to create a Church 
Center profile and then check-in your child(ren) for Sunday school at one of 
the check-in stations in the Great Room. 

	 Invitation to the Offering

You may give online by scanning the QR code with your mobile phone, 
 go to firstchurchlf.org/give, or use your Church Center App.  

Thank you for your generosity!

	 Offertory	 At the River
American Traditional, arr. by Aaron Copland

Shall we gather by the river,
Where bright angel’s feet have trod,
With its crystal tide forever
Flowing by the throne of God?

Yes, we’ll gather by the river,
The beautiful, the beautiful river,
Gather with the saints by the river
That flows by the throne of God.

Soon we’ll reach the shining river,
Soon our pilgrimage will cease,
Soon our happy hearts will quiver
With the melody of peace.

Yes, we’ll gather by the river,
The beautiful, the beautiful river,
Gather with the saints by the river
That flows by the throne of God.

-Robert Lowry
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*Doxology
Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning, new mercies I see.
All I have needed, Thy hand hath provided.
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

*Prayer of Dedication

	 New Testament Lesson	 Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
New Testament, page 11-12 in pew Bible

“But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces 
and calling to one another, ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, 
and you did not mourn.’“For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has 
a demon’; the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a 
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 

At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 
hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 
yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my 
Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except 
the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.“Come to me, all you who are 
weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For 
my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

	 Sermon	 Danny Carpenter
“Come, Take, Learn”
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*Hymn of Response	 All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly

*Affirmation of Faith
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in  
Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and 
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 
Amen.



* PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE.

	 Communion
Leader:	 The Lord be with you.
People:	 And also with you.
Leader:	 Lift up your hearts.
People:	 We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader:	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:	 It is right for us to give thanks and praise.

Prayers of the People

The Invitation to the Table and Words of Institution

Sharing the Bread and Cup
So that all feel welcome at the table, the bread is gluten-free, and the cups contain grape 
juice. Communion is served by intinction—please take a piece of bread, dip it into the cup, 
and partake. Ushers will guide your row when it is time to come forward.

Communion Music	 Serenity
	 Charles Ives

O Sabbath rest of Galilee! 
O calm of hills above, 
Where Jesus knelt to share with Thee, 
The silence of eternity 
Interpreted by love.

Drop Thy still dews of quietness, 
Till all our strivings cease: 
Take from our souls the strain and stress, 
And let our ordered lives confess, 
The beauty of thy peace.

-John Greenleaf Whittier

The Prayer of Thanksgiving
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*Hymn of Sending	 Lord’s Prayer
Albert Hay Malotte

*Benediction

*Postlude	 Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty
	 Paul Manz
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Note for Today’s Music	 Dr. Robert McConnell

In honor of our nation’s 250th birthday, all of the music in this Sunday’s service is by 
American composers. The one exception is this morning’s prelude which is by the French 
organist Jean Langlais (1907-1991). The piece is a set of variations on the hymn How Firm 
a Foundation, a tune in the American shaped-note tradition which we will sing today as 
our Hymn of Praise. The Introit is an arrangement by Alice Parker (1925-2023) of another 
boisterous shaped-noted tune with a text by Isaac Watts. Our Offertory, At the River, is a 
choral arrangement by Aaron Copland (1900-1990) of the classic American hymn Shall We 
Gather by the River (Glory to God, No. 375), an arrangement which was performed at the 
memorial services of both Copland and Leonard Bernstein. The Hymn of Response is the 
modern text All Who Hunger Gather Gladly by Sylvia G. Dunstan which I have set to the 
shaped-note tune PLEADING SAVIOR. Serenity, today’s Music During Communion, is song by 
the pioneering American modernist composer Charles Ives (1874-1954) and the final hymn 
is Alfred Hay Malotte’s (1895-1964) famous setting of the Lord’s Prayer, written in 1935. The 
final benediction is the beloved hymn God Be With You Till We Meet Again. This hymn was 
popularized in part by the ministry of Ira D. Sankey (1840-1908), a gospel singer associated 
with the revivals of evangelist Dwight Moody. An 1898 recording of Sankey singing this hymn 
can be heard on Youtube.   

Sticking with an all-American theme required a slight rethinking of this Sunday’s liturgical 
music. The Gloria Patri was composed by Henry Wellington Greatorex (1813-1858), a native-
born Englishman and son of an organist at Westminster Abbey. Greatorex emigrated to 
the United States in 1839 and composed the Gloria Patri in America, so I decided that this 
piece made the cut. Our traditional Doxology (Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow), 
however, did not. The tune originates from Geneva in the days of John Calvin and the text 
is from the Scottish Psalter of 1650. For this week, we have replaced the Doxology with the 
chorus of the beloved American hymn Great is Thy Faithfulness. 



Prayers
Joys & Concerns
For the celebration of the Fourth of July 
this weekend, it is a time to come together 
and enjoy family and friends.

For Mike & Jill Havey and their family on 
the death of his mother, Mary Ann Havey 
on June 26. A service is being planned for 
the fall.

For Andrew Krueger, son of Bert & Judy 
Krueger, who is in an induced coma in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina.

Community

For the ongoing work of our mission 
partner, Safe Families for Children, a 
Christian faith-motivated, volunteer-
driven nonprofit that helps isolated, 
struggling parents avoid the trauma 
of foster care and family separation 
by surrounding them with a “Circle of 
Support.” That circle includes Host 
Families who temporarily care for children 

in their own homes during a crisis, Family 
Friends, and Family Coaches who provide 
mentoring and goal-setting, and Resource 
Friends who connect parents to practical 
needs like childcare, transportation, or job 
support.

Since its founding in Chicago in 2003, 
Safe Families for Children has arranged 
over 83,500 hostings in Host Family 
homes, providing 1.4 million ‘bed nights’ 
of safety for children, with a 99% family 
preservation rate. Operating through more 
than 90 chapters in over 150 cities and 
partnering with local churches nationwide, 
Safe Families for Children also offers a way 
for parents in crisis to directly request 
help, and supporters to get involved 
as host families, mentors, coaches, 
prayer partners, or partner churches. 
We currently support the Chicago-
Lake County chapter of SFFC, and their 
Executive Director will join us for Coffee 
Hour following worship on July 12. 

Prayer Chain For confidential prayers, you may email prayerchain@firstchurchlf.org. 
Please know that your prayers will be held in strict confidence.

Prayer Requests
We are a church that prays for each other, celebrating life’s joys and supporting 
each other in times of need. Our staff prays together on Tuesday mornings and 
would like to include your prayers. For prayer requests please fill out a Joys & 
Concerns card, email us at pastoralcare@firstchurchlf.org or call 224.544.1962. 

Prayer requests will be removed from this listing after two weeks.
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Lemonade Stands for Mission
Saturday, July 11 stop by one of the three 
lemonade stands, hosted by church 
families, around Lake Forest and buy some 
lemonade to support our mission partner, 
Safe Families for Children.
•	Onwentsia Gardens near Basswood and 

W. Honeysuckle, 9-11am (hosted by 
the Polakow family)

•	The Ponds, Marion Ave between Buena 
and Valley, 11am-1pm (hosted by the 
Spirito family)

•	West Park, 2-4 pm (hosted by the Engel 
family)

On Sunday, July 11, we welcome Safe 
Families for Children Illinois Director, 
Sharon Fulgenzi, to join us in worship, and 
the church will host a lemonade stand 
during coffee hour by the playground.

College Brunch Support
Interested in serving our college students 
as we head into the Fall? We are in need 
of volunteers to implement monthly 
college brunches after Sunday worship 
starting in August. Email Emily Carpenter 
at ecarpenter@firstchurchlf.org or call 
847.234.6250 to leave a voicemail if 
interested.

Summer Choir
July 19, and August 2
Love to sing? Looking for a simple way 
to participate in our Music Ministry this 
summer? Join the Summer Choir! We’ll 
sing during worship on select Sundays this 
summer, helping lead the congregation in 
hymns and easy anthems. No Thursday 
rehearsals or robes are required—just 
come ready to sing.

We’ll gather at 8:30 am for a brief rehearsal 
before the 9:30 am service on July 19, 
and August 2. Questions? Contact Robert 
McConnell at rmcconnell@firstchurchlf.org

Church Center Profiles and Photos
As we grow, Church Center is playing an
increasingly important role in our event
signups and church communications.
If you haven’t yet, please accept the
invitation you received (via email on
January 21) to list your family in our
directory, and add photos of yourself
and the members of your household.
Photos help our church family learn
names, recognize one another, and stay
connected. For questions, contact Karla
Finley at karla@firstchurchlf.org.

Find First Pres in Church Center Scan here to log in and 
learn about everything happening in our congregation! 

Announcements and Upcoming Events
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Pastor’s Book Club
Pastor’s Book Club returns in July. We’d 
love for you to pick up a copy of our 
summer selection at your local book 
store, read along with us, and then join 
us for conversation. Register for the 
discussion on Church Center.

Joyful, Anyway 
by Kate Bowler 
July 29, Time & Location TBD 
Joy can be a difficult subject. We all 
want it, but most of 
us know that life rarely 
unfolds in ways that 
make joy easy. In this 
thoughtful (and funny) 
book, Duke University 
professor Kate Bowler 
explores what it means 
to seek joy without 
denying sorrow, disappointment, or 
uncertainty. Rather than offering easy 
answers or forced optimism, she invites 
readers to discover the surprising ways 
joy can emerge even in the midst of 
ordinary and imperfect lives. 

Pastoral Care
For pastoral care when the church 
office is closed, email pastoralcare@
firstchurchlf.org or call 224.544.1962 to 
leave a voicemail.

Church Membership
Interested in learning more about First 
Pres and becoming more engaged 
with our church? For more information 
on becoming more involved in church 
ministries or becoming a member, 
contact Diane Quinn at membership@
firstchurchlf.org. 

Please Wear a Name Tag!
As our church family grows with new staff,
members, and guests, name tags are 
helpful for everyone and create a friendly 
environment. Make one for yourself at 
either entrance.

Faith Connections Newsletter
Sign up using the QR code 
here to receive our weekly 
Friday email with up-to-date 
information about special 
events and other activities at 
First Pres!

Announcements and Upcoming Events

Get Involved Scan this code to get more information about specific 
ministries, upcoming events and volunteer opportunities.
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