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* PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE.

To all who are weary and seek rest,

To all who mourn and long for comfort,

To all who are lonely and desire friendship,

To all who hunger and thirst for grace, 
and to all who will come, 

First Pres opens wide her doors and offers 
welcome in the name of Jesus Christ.
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Ordinary Time
The times between Christmas and Lent and between 
Pentecost and Advent are known as “Ordinary Time,” time 
outside the two great seasons of the liturgical calendar. 
The truth is there is nothing ordinary — if by ordinary we 
mean less important — about this time. During this time 
we are invited into faithful attention to what it means to 
live out daily what we say we believe.

The Revised Common Lectionary scriptures assigned for 
today are Genesis 29:15-28;  1 Kings 3:5-12 and  
Psalm 119:129-136; Romans 8:26-29;  
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52.
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Today’s Service

Prayer for Today
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom 
nothing is strong, nothing is holy: Increase and multiply 
upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, 
we may so pass through things temporal, that we lose not 
the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen.

The Book of Common Prayer

Visiting First Pres?
If you’re new to First Pres, please scan this 
code to get in touch.

Join us for Coffee Hour following worship 
in the Great Room.

Our Sanctuary sound system is 
equipped to broadcast directly 
to Auracast (via Bluetooth, check 
your hearing aid’s phone app) and 
T-Coil-equipped hearing aids. 
Assistive listening devices are also 
available from the ushers.

The Baptism
Receiving the sacrament of 
baptism this morning is Jane 
Scott Vlahakis, child of Megan 
Whalley Vlahakis and Andrew 
Vlahakis.
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	 Prelude 	 Chanson Triste
Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky

	 The Welcome

*Call to Worship	 Psalm 105:1-11
Leader:	 O give thanks to the Lord, call on God’s name,  

make known God’s deeds among the peoples.
People:	 Sing to God, sing praises to God;  

tell of the Lord’s wonderful works.
Leader:	 Glory in God’s holy name;  

let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.
People:	 Seek the Lord and the Lord’s strength;  

seek God’s presence continually.
Leader:	 Remember the wonderful works of the Lord,  

God’s miracles, and the judgments the Lord has uttered.
People:	 Worship the Lord, O offspring of Abraham,  

and of Jacob, God’s chosen people.

*Hymn of Praise No. 610	 O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing

	 Call to Confession

	 Prayer of Confession	 Romans 8:26-39

(silent confession...)  Holy God, we confess that we do not know how to pray 
as we ought. We need the power of your Holy Spirit to intercede on our 
behalf when our longings are too deep for words. Help us to believe your 
promise that all things work together for good even as we are surrounded by 
darkness. Search us and know our hearts and minds, so that we might believe 
wholeheartedly that nothing in all creation will seperate us from your love in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.
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	 Kyrie	 John Arndt, David Gungor, Ian Cron,
	 Ben Kilgore, and Evan Wickham

	 Assurance of Forgiveness

*Gloria Patri No. 581
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. Amen.

*Passing the Peace of Christ
Leader:	 The Peace of Christ be with you.
People:	 And also with you.

	 Baptism	 Jane Scott Vlahakis  
Congregational Question
Leader:	 Friends, do we, as members of the church of Jesus Christ,  

promise to guide and nurture Jane, by word and deed,  
with love and prayer, encouraging her to know and follow Jesus,  
and to be a faithful member of Christ’s church?

People:	 We do.
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*The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in  
Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and 
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

The Baptism

	Sung Response No. 188 verse 3	 Jesus Loves Me

	 Blessing of the Children
Leader: 	 Holy God, we thank you for the gift of these children,
People:	 And for their parents.
Leader: 	 We know that you have entrusted them to their parents,
People: 	 And also to our community.
Leader: 	 To care for them,  

to teach them,  
to be examples of Christ to them.

	 Bless these children.
People: 	 And let us be a blessing to them.
All: 	 Amen.
Following the blessing, children in preschool through 4th grade may go to the 
Playground. Every child needs to be checked-in through Church Center before 
attending. If you haven’t already, please scan the QR code to create a Church 
Center profile and then check-in your child(ren) for Sunday school at one of 
the check-in stations in the Great Room. 

Jesus loves me, this I know, 
For the Bible tells me so. 
Little ones to Him belong. 
They are weak, but He is strong

Refrain:	 Yes, Jesus loves me! 
		  Yes, Jesus loves me! 
		  Yes, Jesus loves me! 
		  The Bible tells me so.
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	 Anthem	 The Kingdom of Jesus
Jon Guerra and Isaac Wardell

To what shall we compare the kingdom of 
Jesus if not a seed? It’s small, it’s sown, it’s 
tended and grown and it’s sturdy in you 
and me. Its branches never break, and its 
fruit never withers. 

His kingdom is not of this world, nor of any,  
a kingdom whose ruler’s face is on a penny.  
He comes to make all things bright, put 
a new wine in us. He’s chosen the small 
things to outlast the great, the meek and 
the merciful to shine through the hate.  
Oh it seems some days that hell and its 
gates are prevailing. O say can you see - 
the kingdom within us is the kingdom of 
Jesus. 

To what shall we compare the spirit of the 
hour if not a sword? It frees us, unites us, 
enslaves and divides us in violence. Help us 
Lord! 

He who is in us is greater than he who is 
in the world. He who is in us is greater, and 
he’s overcome the world!

Oh, his kingdom is not one of slander or 
rage but one that is ruled by the Lamb who 
was slain, and he’s worthy of wisdom, and 
honor and glory and strength. No pain, no 
division, no public disgrace will compare 
with seeing the smile on his face as he 
welcomes us home as children with places 
at the table. 

Neither death nor threat nor power can 
ever separate us from the love of God 
forever in Christ Jesus. Everything shall 
pass away, but not the word that’s within 
us. No, it’s the kingdom of Jesus, the 
kingdom of Jesus.

Gospel Lesson	 Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
New Testament, page 14-15 in pew Bible

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that 
someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has 
grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come 
and make nests in its branches.”He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is 
like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was 
leavened.”

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and reburied; 
then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.“Again, the kingdom of 
heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he 
went and sold all that he had and bought it.“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that 
was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, 
sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end 
of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw 
them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.“Have you 
understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe 
who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who 
brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”
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	 Sermon	 Jon Wasson

“The Kingdom of God is Like...”

*Hymn of Response	 Thy Mercy My God  
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	 Prayers of the People

	 The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

	 Invitation to the Offering

You may give online by scanning the QR code with your mobile phone, 
 go to firstchurchlf.org/give, or use your Church Center App.  

Thank you for your generosity!

	 Offertory	 Original Music 
Daniel Makins

	 Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

*Prayer of Dedication
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*Song of Sending	 Trinity Sending Song

*Benediction

*Postlude	 Toccata in G major
Théodore Dubois
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Prayers
Joys & Concerns
For the baptism of Jane Scott Vlahakis, 
daughter of Andrew and Megan Whalley 
Vlahakis, this morning.

For Joan Wasson (Jon’s mother) who has 
entered hospice care. 

For Donna Johnson and her children Hannah 
and Norah on the death of her husband, 
Dave, on July 22. A service is being planned 
for July 30.

For Lynnette Hinch and her family on the 
death of her mother, Neila Barnes.

For Karen Angelbeck and her family on the 
death of her husband, Ed Angelbeck on July 
17. A funeral is being planned for July 27.

For Ruth Mandahl as she recovers from 
gallbladder surgery.

For David Morgans and his family on the 
death of his wife, Susie Morgans, on July 9.

Community
For the ongoing work of Mission Partner 
COOL Ministries (Waukegan) providing 
faith-based hope and personalized 
support to those facing hunger and 
homelessness. COOL administers 3 core 
programs: a food pantry, transitional 
family housing, and veterans’ support. 
In 2024 the pantry served over 72,000 
people and distributed nearly a million 
pounds of food. The Family Housing 
Program helps homeless families rebuild 
their lives with stability and dignity, 
receiving up to 12 months of housing, 
case management, counseling, parenting 
support, and money-management 
training. Participants are expected to 
maintain employment, save for their next 
home, and complete a personal goals 
plan. Veterans Assistance supports more 
than 130 veterans monthly with grocery 
boxes that specifically include personal-
care items not covered by food stamps.

Learn more www.coolministries.org

Prayer Chain For confidential prayers, you may email prayerchain@firstchurchlf.org. 
Please know that your prayers will be held in strict confidence.

Prayer Requests
We are a church that prays for each other, celebrating life’s joys and supporting 
each other in times of need. Our staff prays together on Tuesday mornings 
and would like to include your prayers. For prayer requests, you can email us at 
pastoralcare@firstchurchlf.org or call 224.544.1962. 

Prayer requests will be removed from this listing after two weeks.
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Office Summer Hours
Just a reminder, the office will be closing 
at noon on Fridays now through August 
14. If you have a pastoral care need on 
a Friday, please email pastoralcare@
firstpreslf.org or call 847.234.6250.

Pastoral Care
For pastoral care when the church 
office is closed, email pastoralcare@
firstchurchlf.org or call 224.544.1962 to 
leave a voicemail. 

Work Trip College Send-Off 
Everybody who went on Work Trip 
2026 is invited to a get together at the 
Winebrenner’s house at 117 E. Westminster 
from 6:00-7:30 on July 29th to say 
farewell to our friends who are leaving 
for college. It would be fantastic to see 
everybody one last time this summer! Any 
questions please reach out to Anne at 
awinebrenner@firstchurchlf.org.

Lend a Hand with Youth Ministry
We’re seeking volunteers to support our 
growing youth ministry. Opportunities 
include Sunday evening middle school 
and high school youth groups, as well 
as Wednesday afternoon 8th grade 
Confirmation classes. To learn more or 
get involved, email Danny Carpenter at 
dcarpenter@firstchurchlf.org.

Hygiene Care Kits for Mission
After worship on Sunday, August 23, 
all ages are welcome to help assemble 
hygiene and care kits for elementary and 
middle school students, to be distributed 
through the North Chicago 
Community Partners. Scan 
the QR code to access the 
Amazon registry if you would 
like to contribute to the 
supplies needed for the kits.

Win Parking + Pew on Christmas Eve
Now is your chance to win a reserved 
parking spot and a pew for your family at 
the Christmas Eve service of your choice! 
How? Simple—just upload a picture of 
you or your family to Church Center by 
Rally Sunday, September 13. For questions, 
email Karla Finley (karla@firstpreslf.org).

Church Membership
If you are interested in becoming a 
member at First Pres, classes 
will meet on September 20 
and 27. Sign up on Church 
Center or use the QR code. 
For more information, 
contact Diane Quinn at 
membership@firstchurchlf.org.

Find First Pres in Church Center Scan here to log in and 
learn about everything happening in our congregation! 

Announcements and Upcoming Events
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Announcements and Upcoming Events

Pastor’s Book Club
Pastor’s Book Club returns in July. We’d 
love for you to pick up a copy of our 
summer selection at your local book 
store, read along with us, and then join 
us for conversation. Register for the 
discussion on Church Center.

Joyful, Anyway 
by Kate Bowler 
July 29, 7pm Manse backyard 
(weather pending) 
Joy can be a difficult subject. We all 
want it, but most of us know that life 
rarely unfolds in ways 
that make joy easy. In 
this thoughtful (and 
funny) book, Duke 
University professor 
Kate Bowler explores 
what it means to 
seek joy without 
denying sorrow, 
disappointment, or uncertainty. Rather 
than offering easy answers or forced 
optimism, she invites readers to 
discover the surprising ways joy can 
emerge even in the midst of ordinary 
and imperfect lives. 

College Brunch Support
Interested in serving our college students 
as we head into the Fall? We are in need 
of volunteers to implement monthly 
college brunches after Sunday worship 
starting in August. Email Emily Carpenter 
at ecarpenter@firstchurchlf.org or call 
847.234.6250 to leave a voicemail if 
interested. 

Summer Choir: August 2
Love to sing? Looking for a simple way 
to participate in our Music Ministry 
this summer? Join the Summer Choir! 
We’ll sing during worship on select 
Sundays this summer, helping lead the 
congregation in hymns and easy anthems. 
No Thursday rehearsals or robes are 
required—just come ready to sing.

We’ll gather at 8:30 am for a brief rehearsal 
before the 9:30 am service on August 2. 
Questions? Contact Robert McConnell at 
rmcconnell@firstchurchlf.org

Faith Connections Newsletter
Sign up using the QR code 
here to receive our weekly 
Friday email with up-to-date 
information about special 
events and other activities at 
First Pres!

Announcements and Upcoming Events

Get Involved Scan this code to get more information about specific 
ministries, upcoming events and volunteer opportunities.
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