
Welcome! 

Nurturing a community of faith working through love.

June 28, 2026





* PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE.

To all who are weary and seek rest,

To all who mourn and long for comfort,

To all who are lonely and desire friendship,

To all who hunger and thirst for grace, 
and to all who will come, 

First Pres opens wide her doors and offers 
welcome in the name of Jesus Christ.



* PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE.

Work Trip Sunday
This morning we celebrate Work Trip Sunday. Our service 
will be led by the high school participants and adult 
advisors recently returned from a week of equal parts 
manual labor and spiritual growth in Iberia, Missouri. As 
the students share their experiences, we will be witness to 
the powerful relationships they formed with homeowners, 
community leaders, their advisors and fellow students, 
and most importantly, the deepening of their personal 
faith as God moved through their hearts and hands in the 
spirit of mission.

The Revised Common Lectionary scriptures assigned for 
today are Genesis 22:1-14 and Psalm 13;  
Romans 6:12-23; Matthew 10:40-42.

Worship Participants
Rev. Danny Carpenter

Associate Pastor of Ministries

Dr. Robert McConnell
Director of Worship & Music

Emily Carpenter
Associate Director of Worship & 
College Ministry

Dr. Stephen Alltop
Organist

Summer Choir

Vail Bayly 
Anna Jasper

Liturgists

Matt Brown 
Eliza Carrabine 
Owen Scheuer

Reflections

Sawyer Rice
guitar

Matt Engel
piano

Paul Martinez
bass

Today’s Service

Prayer for Today
Almighty God, you have built your Church upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
himself being the chief cornerstone: Grant us so to be 
joined together in unity of spirit by their teaching, that we 
may be made a holy temple acceptable to you; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Book of Common Prayer

Visiting First Pres?
If you’re new to First Pres, please scan this 
code to get in touch.

Join us for Coffee Hour following worship 
in the Great Room.

Our Sanctuary sound system is 
equipped to broadcast directly 
to Auracast (via Bluetooth, check 
your hearing aid’s phone app) and 
T-Coil-equipped hearing aids. 
Assistive listening devices are also 
available from the ushers.



* PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE.

	 Prelude 	 Cazona Seconda
Girolamo Frescobaldi

	 The Welcome

	 Introit	 Come, Labor On
T. Tertius Noble

Come, labor on. 
Who dares stand idle on the harvest plain,  
While all around us waves the golden grain?   
And to each servant does the Master say,   
“Go work today.” 

Come, labor on.   
Claim the high calling angels cannot share -  
To young and old the Gospel gladness bear:   
Redeem the time; its hours too swiftly fly.  
The night draws nigh.  
			   — Jane Laurie Borthwick

*Call to Worship	 Isaiah 6:8
Leader:	 The voice of the Lord call us:
People:	 “Whom shall I send? Who will go for us?”
Leader:	 Today, let us answer,
People:	 “Here we are. Send us!”

*Hymn of Praise No. 69	 Here I Am, Lord

	 Call to Confession
Leader:	 The proof of God’s amazing love is this:
People:	 While we were sinners Christ died for us.
Leader:	 Because we have faith in him,
People:	 we dare to approach God with confidence. 



* PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE.

	 Prayer of Confession	 Ephesians 4:1-4

(silent confession...)  Merciful God, you call us to lives of discipleship and 
service, but we have walked in a manner unworthy of our calling. We have 
been proud and arrogant. We have been overly harsh. We have failed to show 
others the patience you so often show us. Forgive us, we pray, and teach us to 
grow in humility, gentleness, patience, and love, that we might live together 
as one community united by your Holy Spirit, in the bonds of your peace; 
through our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

	 Kyrie	 John Arndt, David Gungor, Ian Cron,
	 Ben Kilgore, and Evan Wickham

	 Assurance of Forgiveness
Leader:	 Anyone in Christ is a new creation.
People:	 The old is gone, and the new has begun. 
Leader:	 Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. 
People:	 Thanks be to God.

*Gloria Patri No. 581
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. Amen.

*Passing the Peace of Christ
Leader:	 The Peace of Christ be with you.
People:	 And also with you.



* PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE.

	 Blessing of the Children
Leader: 	 Holy God, we thank you for the gift of these children,
People:	 And for their parents.
Leader: 	 We know that you have entrusted them to their parents,
People: 	 And also to our community.
Leader: 	 To care for them,  

to teach them,  
to be examples of Christ to them.

	 Bless these children.
People: 	 And let us be a blessing to them.
All: 	 Amen.
Following the blessing, children in preschool through 4th grade may go to the Playground. 
Every child needs to be checked-in through Church Center before attending. If you haven’t 
already, please scan the QR code to create a Church Center profile and then check-in your 
child(ren) for Sunday school at one of the check-in stations in the Great Room. 

	 Anthem	 Establish the Work of Our Hands
Aaron Keyes, Sandra McCracken, and Isaac Wardell

If You don’t build it, we labor in vain, 
Without Your Spirit, we stand with no strength. 
I know my life is passing away, 
but the works of Your hands 
are what will remain. 
Let the favor of the Lord rest upon us.

O Lord, establish the work of our hands!

Teach us to number the length of our days, 
Pour out Your power, we’ll pour out Your praise. 
Teach us to run, to finish the race, 
for only what’s done in love will remain. 
Let the favor of the Lord rest upon us.

O Lord, establish the work of our hands!

Alleluia!



* PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE.

	 New Testament Lesson	 Ephesians 4:1-6
New Testament, page 193 in pew Bible

I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you 
have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another 
in love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is 
one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all.

	 Reflections	 Matt Brown 
Eliza Carrabine 

	  Owen Scheuer

*Hymn of Response 	 Your Labor Is Not in Vain 
Wendell Kimbrough, Paul Zach, Isaac Wardell, Aaron Keyes



* PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE.

*Affirmation of Faith
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in  
Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and 
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

	 Prayers of the People

	 The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.



* PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE.

	 Invitation to the Offering

You may give online by scanning the QR code with your mobile phone, 
 go to firstchurchlf.org/give, or use your Church Center App.  

Thank you for your generosity!

	 Offertory	 It Only Takes a Spark
Kurt Kaiser

It only takes a spark to get a fire going 
And soon all those around can warm up in its glowing 
That’s how it is with God’s love 
Once you’ve experienced it, you spread his love to everyone, you want to pass it on.

What a wondrous time is spring, when all the trees are budding 
The birds begin to sing, the flowers start their blooming 
That’s how it is with God’s love 
Once you’ve experienced it, you want to sing 
It’s fresh like spring, you want to pass it on.

I wish for you my friend, this happiness that I’ve found 
You can depend on Him, it matters not where you’re bound 
I’ll shout it from the mountain top 
I want the world to know, the Lord of love has come to me, 
I want to pass it on.

*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication



* PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE.

*Hymn of Sending	 Trinity Sending Song
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TRINITY SENDING SONG
Paul Zach, Lauren Goans,

Kate Bluett

"Trinity sending song"
Words & music by Paul Zach, Lauren Goans, Kate Bluett

Integrity Publishing (CCLI not yet assigned)
Lead sheet preparation by Owen Stroud in New Braunfels, Texas.
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* PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE.

*Benediction
Joy and peace go with you, day by day, 
may the little good things pass your way 
May the good Lord bless and keep you, 
until we meet again, I pray. Amen.

*Postlude	 Psalm XIX
Benedetto Marcello

Work Trip Participants
Poppy Bayly
Vail Bayly
Eliza Carrabine
Quinn Donovan
Lyla Drowne
Miller Duncan
William Elliott
JR Engelland
Kittery Engelland
Blake Fidler
Charles Grace
Marissa Graham
Gavin Gramza
Rory Haas

Ben Haas
Thomas Hamming
Emerson Hirsh
Anna Jasper
Alexander LaCasse
Avery Lynch
Cecilia Marshall
Evelyn Marshall
Jack McNicholas
Shea Milliman
Henry Mulliken
Eloise Mulliken
Jack O’Malley
Charlie Pateros

Grace Payne
Ben Rattin
Sawyer Rice
William Roeck
Bobby Rolek
Carter Savage
Owen Scheuer
Sofia Starr
Jude Trandel
Tess Uihlein
Will Vahey
Grace Vander Velde
Mallory Zilka

Advisors
Matt Brown
Koen Brown
Julie Currie
William Davis
Matt Engel
Faith Fietsam
Will Gescheidle

David Hamming
John Johnson
Erica Jones
Molly Kingsley
Jim Kingsley
Kirsten Larson
Jim Mayhall

John McNicholas
Paul Roeck
Anne Winebrenner
Meg Winebrenner
Nick Winebrenner



Prayers
Joys & Concerns
For the success of this year’s work trip, and 
we welcome the students and advisors who 
are here this morning to lead our worship 
and share their experiences.

For the the General Assembly of PC(USA), 
the national gathering of our denomination, 
meeting in Milwaukee this week.

Community

For the ongoing work of our mission 
partner Safe Families for Children, a 
Christian faith-motivated, volunteer-
driven nonprofit that helps isolated, 
struggling parents avoid the trauma 
of foster care and family separation 
by surrounding them with a “Circle of 
Support.” That circle includes Host 
Families who temporarily care for children 
in their own homes during a crisis, Family 
Friends and Family Coaches who provide 
mentoring and goal-setting, and Resource 

Friends who connect parents to practical 
needs like childcare, transportation, or job 
support. 

Since its founding in Chicago in 2003, 
Safe Families For Children has arranged 
over 83,500 hostings in Host Family 
homes, providing 1.4 million ‘bed nights’ 
of safety for children, with a 99% family 
preservation rate. Operating through 
more than 90 chapters in over 150 cities 
and partnering with local churches 
nationwide, Safe Families for Children 
also offers a way for parents in crisis to 
directly request help, and for supporters 
to get involved as host families, mentors, 
coaches, prayer partners, or partner 
churches.  We currently support the 
Chicago-Lake County chapter of SFFC, 
and their Executive Director will join us for 
Coffee Hour following worship on July 12. 
https://safe-families.org/

Prayer Chain For confidential prayers, you may email prayerchain@firstchurchlf.org. 
Please know that your prayers will be held in strict confidence.

Prayer Requests
We are a church that prays for each other, celebrating life’s joys and supporting 
each other in times of need. Our staff prays together on Tuesday mornings and 
would like to include your prayers. For prayer requests please fill out a Joys & 
Concerns card, email us at pastoralcare@firstchurchlf.org or call 224.544.1962. 

Prayer requests will be removed from this listing after two weeks.



* PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE.

College Brunch Support
Interested in serving our college students 
as we head into the Fall? We are in need 
of volunteers to implement monthly 
college brunches after Sunday worship 
starting in August. Email Emily Carpenter 
at ecarpenter@firstchurchlf.org or call 
847.234.6250 to leave a voicemail if 
interested.

Lemonade Stands for Mission
We have two fun lemonade stand 
opportunities coming up that benefit 
a local mission partner. Host or co-
host a stand (we’ve got promotional 
materials!) at your home on July 11 for your 
neighborhood or local community and 
then please join us after worship on July 
12 for Lemonade on the Lawn. Proceeds 
from both days will benefit Safe Families 
for Children, a nonprofit that helps keep 
kids out of the foster system while a 
parent is unavailable for a short period 
of time. Register to be a host on Church 
Center.

Summer Choir
July 5 & 19, and August 2
Love to sing? Looking for a simple way 
to participate in our Music Ministry this 
summer? Join the Summer Choir! We’ll 
sing during worship on select Sundays this 
summer, helping lead the congregation in 
hymns and easy anthems. No Thursday 
rehearsals or robes are required—just 
come ready to sing.

We’ll gather at 8:30 am for a brief rehearsal 
before the 9:30 am service on July 5 & 19, 
and August 2. Questions? Contact Robert 
McConnell at rmcconnell@firstchurchlf.org

Church Center Profiles and Photos
As we grow, Church Center is playing an
increasingly important role in our event
signups and church communications.
If you haven’t yet, please accept the
invitation you received (via email on
January 21) to list your family in our
directory, and add photos of yourself
and the members of your household.
Photos help our church family learn
names, recognize one another, and stay
connected. For questions, contact Karla
Finley at karla@firstchurchlf.org.

Find First Pres in Church Center Scan here to log in and 
learn about everything happening in our congregation! 

Announcements and Upcoming Events



* PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE.

Pastor’s Book Club
Pastor’s Book Club returns in July. We’d 
love for you to pick up a copy of our 
summer selection at your local book 
store, read along with us, and then join 
us for conversation. Register for the 
discussion on Church Center.

Joyful, Anyway 
by Kate Bowler 
July 29, Time & Location TBD 
Joy can be a difficult subject. We all 
want it, but most of 
us know that life rarely 
unfolds in ways that 
make joy easy. In this 
thoughtful (and funny) 
book, Duke University 
professor Kate Bowler 
explores what it means 
to seek joy without 
denying sorrow, disappointment, or 
uncertainty. Rather than offering easy 
answers or forced optimism, she invites 
readers to discover the surprising ways 
joy can emerge even in the midst of 
ordinary and imperfect lives. 

Pastoral Care
For pastoral care when the church 
office is closed, email pastoralcare@
firstchurchlf.org or call 224.544.1962 to 
leave a voicemail.

Church Membership
Interested in learning more about First 
Pres and becoming more engaged 
with our church? For more information 
on becoming more involved in church 
ministries or becoming a member, 
contact Diane Quinn at membership@
firstchurchlf.org. 

Please Wear a Name Tag!
As our church family grows with new staff,
members, and guests, name tags are 
helpful for everyone and create a friendly 
environment. Make one for yourself at 
either entrance.

Faith Connections Newsletter
Sign up using the QR code 
here to receive our weekly 
Friday email with up-to-date 
information about special 
events and other activities at 
First Pres!

Announcements and Upcoming Events

Get Involved Scan this code to get more information about specific 
ministries, upcoming events and volunteer opportunities.
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700 North Sheridan Road, Lake Forest, Illinois 60045 
847.234.6250 | www.firstpreslakeforest.org


