
Welcome! 

Nurturing a community of faith working through love.

June 14, 2026





* PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE.

To all who are weary and seek rest,

To all who mourn and long for comfort,

To all who are lonely and desire friendship,

To all who hunger and thirst for grace, 
and to all who will come, 

First Pres opens wide her doors and offers 
welcome in the name of Jesus Christ.
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Ordinary Time
The times between Christmas and Lent and between 
Pentecost and Advent are known as “Ordinary Time,” time 
outside the two great seasons of the liturgical calendar. 
The truth is there is nothing ordinary — if by ordinary we 
mean less important — about this time. During this time 
we are invited into faithful attention to what it means to 
live out daily what we say we believe.

The Revised Common Lectionary scriptures assigned for 
today are Genesis 18:1-15 and Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19;  
Exodus 19:2-8a and Psalm 100; Romans 5:1-8;  
Matthew 9:35-10:8, (9-23).
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Today’s Service

Prayer for Today
Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast 
faith and love, that through your grace we may proclaim 
your truth with boldness, and minister your justice with 
compassion; for the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen.

The Book of Common Prayer

Visiting First Pres?
If you’re new to First Pres, please scan this 
code to get in touch.

Join us for Coffee Hour following worship 
in the Great Room.

Our Sanctuary sound system is 
equipped to broadcast directly 
to Auracast (via Bluetooth, check 
your hearing aid’s phone app) and 
T-Coil-equipped hearing aids. 
Assistive listening devices are also 
available from the ushers.

The Baptism
Receiving the sacrament of 
baptism this morning are 
Remington Gunnar Schmitt, child 
of Mallory and Evan Schmitt, and 
Lily Christian Stephens, child of 
Bethany and Tyrone Stephens.
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	 Prelude 	 Prelude in B-flat Major
Johann Tobias Krebs 

	 The Welcome

*Call to Worship	 Psalm 100
Leader:	 Worship the Lord with gladness!
People:	 We come into God’s presence with singing.
Leader:	 For the Lord our God is good.
People:	 God’s steadfast love endures forever.

*Hymn of Praise No. 385	 All People That On Earth do Dwell

	 Call to Confession

	 Prayer of Confession	 Romans 5:1-8

(silent confession...) Merciful God, we humbly confess the things we have 
done, and the things we have left undone. We have not aligned with your 
loving heart for the world. We have struggled to believe that you are with us 
in our afflictions. We confess that our afflictions have not produced greater 
endurance, character, or hope in us. Forgive us when we fail to remember that 
you are present in our brokenness, for you have loved us when we have been 
too weak and rebellious to do anything at all. Fill us again with your Holy Spirit, 
who gives us hope through the peacemaking cross of Jesus. Amen.

	 Kyrie	 John Arndt, David Gungor, Ian Cron,
	 Ben Kilgore, and Evan Wickham



* PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE.

	 Assurance of Forgiveness

*Gloria Patri No. 581
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. Amen.

*Passing the Peace of Christ
Leader:	 The Peace of Christ be with you.
People:	 And also with you.

	 Baptism	 Remington Gunnar Schmitt 
Lily Christian Stephens 

*The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in  
Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and 
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

The Baptism

Congregational Question
Leader:	 Friends, do we, as members of the church of Jesus Christ,  

promise to guide and nurture these children, by word and deed,  
with love and prayer, encouraging them to know and follow Jesus,  
and to be a faithful members of Christ’s church?

People:	 We do.

	Sung Response No. 188 verse 3	 Jesus Loves Me

Jesus loves me, this I know, 
For the Bible tells me so. 
Little ones to Him belong. 
They are weak, but He is strong

Refrain:	 Yes, Jesus loves me! 
		  Yes, Jesus loves me! 
		  Yes, Jesus loves me! 
		  The Bible tells me so.
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	 Blessing of the Children
Leader: 	 Holy God, we thank you for the gift of these children,
People:	 And for their parents.
Leader: 	 We know that you have entrusted them to their parents,
People: 	 And also to our community.
Leader: 	 To care for them,  

to teach them,  
to be examples of Christ to them.

	 Bless these children.
People: 	 And let us be a blessing to them.
All: 	 Amen.
Following the blessing, children in preschool through 4th grade may go to the 
Playground. Every child needs to be checked-in through Church Center before 
attending. If you haven’t already, please scan the QR code to create a Church 
Center profile and then check-in your child(ren) for Sunday school at one of 
the check-in stations in the Great Room. 

	 Anthem	 I Owe My Lord a Morning Song
John Bell

I owe my Lord a morning song 
for God has meant this day. 
Through fears of night and hidden light 
God moves and wills my way.

I owe my Lord a morning song 
for Jesus rose at dawn; 
he made death die and would not lie 
that others might live on.

I owe my Lord a morning song; 
the Spirit gave me voice, 
nor did she force my soul to praise 
but honored me with choice.

I owe my Lord a morning song. 
How can I help but sing 
when God is all in all, and 
I am one with everything. 
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	 Old Testament Lesson	 Genesis 18:1-15
Old Testament, page 14 in pew Bible

The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent 
in the heat of the day. He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw 
them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them and bowed down to the ground. He said, 
“My lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. Let a little water be brought, 
and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. Let me bring a little bread, that 
you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your 
servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah 
and said, “Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.” 
Abraham ran to the herd and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who 
hastened to prepare it. Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared and 
set it before them, and he stood by them under the tree while they ate. 

They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the tent.” Then one 
said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.” And 
Sarah was listening at the tent entrance behind him. Now Abraham and Sarah were old, 
advanced in age; it had ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women. So Sarah 
laughed to herself, saying, “After I have grown old, and my husband is old, shall I be fruitful?” 
The Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now 
that I am old?’ Is anything too wonderful for the Lord? At the set time I will return to you, in 
due season, and Sarah shall have a son.” But Sarah denied, saying, “I did not laugh,” for she 
was afraid. He said, “Yes, you did laugh.”

	 Sermon	 Jon Wasson

“The Last Laugh”

*Hymn of Response No. 49	 The God of Abraham Praise

	 Prayers of the People
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	 The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

	 Invitation to the Offering

You may give online by scanning the QR code with your mobile phone, 
 go to firstchurchlf.org/give, or use your Church Center App.  

Thank you for your generosity!

	 Offertory	 Laudate Dominum from Solemn Vespers K. 339 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

Praise the Lord, all nations! 
Praise him, all peoples! 
For his mercy is great toward us, 
And the truth of the Lord endures forever.  
Glory to Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
World without end. Amen. 
-Psalm 117 

*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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*Prayer of Dedication

*Hymn of Sending No. 65	 Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah

*Benediction

*Choral Response	 A Gaelic Blessing
John Rutter

Deep peace of the running wave to you. 
Deep peace of the flowing air to you. 
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you. 
Deep peace of the shining stars to you. 
Deep peace of the gentle night to you. 
Moon and stars pour their healing light on you. 
Deep peace of Christ, 
of Christ the light of the world to you. 
Deep peace of Christ to you.

-William Sharp 

*Postlude	 Fugue in B-flat Major
Johann Tobias Krebs
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Prayers
Joys & Concerns
For the baptism of Remington Gunnar 
Schmitt, child of Mallory and Evan Schmitt, 
this morning. 

For the baptism of Lily Christian Stephens, 
child of Bethany and Tyrone Stephens, this 
morning.

For the hard-working youth who 
participated in work trip and the devoted 
adult volunteers who shepherded and 
guided them.

For First Camp leaders and volunteers who 
provided a safe and enriching church camp 
experience to the very youngest campers. 

For Wendy Darling and her family on the 
death of her father, Thomas Schober, on 
May 31.

Community

For the ongoing work of our mission 
partner Lakelight Institute. Lakelight 
Institute’s vision and mission is to equip 
Christians with timeless wisdom for 
modern life. Rooted in Lake County, the 
Institute encourages individuals and 
organizations to thoughtfully reflect 
God’s light in everyday life and leadership. 
Classes, lectures, fellowships, and other 
resources focus on the integration of 
faith and work, faith and theological 
imagination, and personal and cultural 
formation. The Institute regularly hosts 
programs open to the public at Christ 
Church in Lake Forest. www.lakelight.com

  

Prayer Chain For confidential prayers, you may email prayerchain@firstchurchlf.org. 
Please know that your prayers will be held in strict confidence.

Prayer Requests
We are a church that prays for each other, celebrating life’s joys and supporting 
each other in times of need. Our staff prays together on Tuesday mornings and 
would like to include your prayers. For prayer requests please fill out a Joys & 
Concerns card, email us at pastoralcare@firstchurchlf.org or call 224.544.1962. 

Prayer requests will be removed from this listing after two weeks.
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Work Trip Sunday
Save the date for Sunday, June 28 when 
Work Trip participants will lead worship, 
highlighting their time in Iberia, Missouri.

College Brunch Support
Interested in serving our college students 
as we head into the Fall? We are in need 
of volunteers to implement monthly 
college brunches after Sunday worship 
starting in August. Email Emily Carpenter 
at ecarpenter@firstchurchlf.org or call 
847.234.6250 to leave a voicemail if 
interested.

Lemonade Stands for Mission
We have two fun lemonade stand 
opportunities coming up that benefit 
a local mission partner. Host or co-
host a stand (we’ve got promotional 
materials!) at your home on July 11 for your 
neighborhood or local community and 
then please join us after worship on July 
12 for Lemonade on the Lawn. Proceeds 
from both days will benefit Safe Families 
for Children, a nonprofit that helps keep 
kids out of the foster system while a 
parent is unavailable for a short period 
of time. Register to be a host on Church 
Center.

Summer Choir
June 28, July 5 & 12, and August 2
Love to sing? Looking for a simple way 
to participate in our Music Ministry this 
summer? Join the Summer Choir! We’ll 
sing during worship on select Sundays this 
summer, helping lead the congregation in 
hymns and easy anthems. No Thursday 
rehearsals or robes are required—just 
come ready to sing.

We’ll gather at 8:30 am for a brief rehearsal 
before the 9:30 am service on June 14 & 
28, July 5 & 12, and August 2. Questions? 
Contact Robert McConnell at rmcconnell@
firstchurchlf.org

Meal Train Ministry
Our Deacons’ Meal Train is one simple 
way we care for one another at First 
Pres, bringing home-cooked meals to 
individuals and families going through 
illness or grief, caring for relatives, or 
welcoming a new child. Since launching 
earlier in the year, we’re grateful to have 
already supported six families and invite 
additional volunteers to help serve this 
wonderful ministry, please register on 
Church Center.

Find First Pres in Church Center Scan here to log in and 
learn about everything happening in our congregation! 

Announcements and Upcoming Events
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Church Center Profiles and Photos
As we grow, Church Center is playing an
increasingly important role in our event
signups and church communications.
If you haven’t yet, please accept the
invitation you received (via email on
January 21) to list your family in our
directory, and add photos of yourself
and the members of your household.
Photos help our church family learn
names, recognize one another, and stay
connected. For questions, contact Karla
Finley at karla@firstchurchlf.org.

Pastoral Care
For pastoral care when the church 
office is closed, email pastoralcare@
firstchurchlf.org or call 224.544.1962 to 
leave a voicemail.

Church Membership
Interested in learning more about First 
Pres and becoming more engaged with 
our church? For more information on 
becoming a member, contact Diane 
Quinn at membership@firstchurchlf.org. 

Usher Volunteers
Want to get more involved? If you are
eager to meet and welcome new people
to worship, we are looking for more
people to serve as ushers on Sunday
mornings. Sign up using the Church
Center app.

Please Wear a Name Tag!
As our church family grows with new staff,
members, and guests, name tags are 
helpful for everyone and create a friendly 
environment. Make one for yourself at 
either entrance.

Faith Connections Newsletter
Sign up using the QR code 
here to receive our weekly 
Friday email with up-to-date 
information about special 
events and other activities at 
First Pres!

Announcements and Upcoming Events

Get Involved Scan this code to get more information about specific 
ministries, upcoming events and volunteer opportunities.
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