
sending well-equipped disciples of Jesus into the world—
compassionate, generous, resilient and wise

August 15, 2021 seAson of Pentecost

  PrAyer of the DAy C.S. Lewis

“I pray because I can’t help myself. I pray because I’m helpless. 
I pray because the need flows out of me all the time – waking and sleeping. 

It does not change God – it changes me.”
 
PreluDe 

   God is Our Refuge and Strength Robert J. Powell

  the Welcome

*cAll to WorshiP from Psalm 104
Leader: Bless the Lord, O my soul, for you are clothed with honor and majesty, 

wrapped in light as with a garment.
People: You set the earth on its foundations; you make the clouds your chariot;                                                

you ride on the wings of the wind.
Leader: I will sing to the Lord as long as I live.
People: We are the light of the world. 
Leader: I will sing praise to my God while I have being.

* Please stand if you are able.



*hymn of PrAise, no. 41 
O Worship the King, All Glorious Above! Tune: lyons

* Please stand if you are able.



*litAny of confession (adapted from Carolyn Brown)
Leader:  Lord, we come into your presence.
People:  Intermingled with faith and doubt.
Leader:  Lord, we confess that belief is sometimes hard.
People:  It is easier to doubt to feel dismay.
Leader:  And yet, in our disbelief, you show up.
People:  May we show up in the lives of others.
Leader:  You come to us always in love.
People:  May we also bring your love into the world.

(A Time for Silence)

*sung invocAtion, no. 414 (repeat) 
Be Still and Know that I Am God Tune: psalm 46



*AssurAnce of forgiveness from 1 John 4
Leader: If we say that we have no sins, we deceive ourselves, 
  and the truth is not within us.
People: But those who love are born of God and know God.
Leader: God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his Son into the world    

so that we might live through him.
People: Thanks be to God! Since God loves us so much, we also ought to love
 one another.

*sung resPonse, no. 465 (stanza 1)

   What a Friend We Have in Jesus Tune: converse
What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear!
What privilege to carry everything to God in prayer!
O what peace we often forfeit; O what needless pain we bear,
all because we do not carry everything to God in prayer!

*PAssing the PeAce of christ
Leader: The Peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

  shAring our Joys AnD concerns

  PrAyer for illuminAtion

  A reADing from scriPture Mark 9:14-29
When they came to the disciples, they saw a great crowd around them, and some scribes 
arguing with them. When the whole crowd saw him, they were immediately overcome 
with awe, and they ran forward to greet him. He asked them, “What are you arguing 
about with them?” Someone from the crowd answered him, “Teacher, I brought you 
my son; he has a spirit that makes him unable to speak; and whenever it seizes him, it 
dashes him down; and he foams and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid; and I asked 
your disciples to cast it out, but they could not do so.” He answered them, “You faithless 
generation, how much longer must I be among you? How much longer must I put up 
with you? Bring him to me.” And they brought the boy to him. When the spirit saw him, 

* Please stand if you are able.



immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming at 
the mouth. Jesus asked the father, “How long has this been happening to him?” And he 
said, “From childhood. It has often cast him into the fire and into the water, to destroy 
him; but if you are able to do anything, have pity on us and help us.” Jesus said to him, “If 
you are able!—All things can be done for the one who believes.” Immediately the father 
of the child cried out, “I believe; help my unbelief!” When Jesus saw that a crowd came 
running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You spirit that keeps this boy 
from speaking and hearing, I command you, come out of him, and never enter him again!” 
After crying out and convulsing him terribly, it came out, and the boy was like a corpse, 
so that most of them said, “He is dead.” But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him 
up, and he was able to stand. When he had entered the house, his disciples asked him 
privately, “Why could we not cast it out?” He said to them, “This kind can come out only 
through prayer.”
Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

  offering

   Invocation Regina Pozzi

  reflection 

   "The Prayer of the Father" Rev. Clinton G. Roberts

  hymn of resPonse, no. 794 (on page 7) 
   O Savior, in This Quiet Place Tune: st. stephen

celebrAtion of the lorD's suPPer

  the invitAtion 
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.



  PrAyers of thAnksgiving, Petition, AnD suPPlicAtion

  PAstorAl PrAyer AnD the lorD's PrAyer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

  shAring the breAD AnD cuP

All who trust in Jesus are invited to share in the Lord’s Supper. Please come forward, 
as you are able, to receive (without contact) the Bread and Cup. If you are physically 
unable, please let us know. After receiving the Elements, you may partake of them as 
you return to your seat.

  closing PrAyer

*hymn of senDing, no. 720 (on page 8)

   Jesus Calls Us Tune: galilee

*chArge AnD beneDiction

*PostluDe  
   Final Henry Smith

* Please stand if you are able.







Notes:



Notes:



Summer Schedule of Events!
 

Blessing of the Backpacks and 
All Church Beach Picnic
On Sunday, August 22, there will be a Blessing of the 
Backpacks during worship in preparation for back-to-school. 
Then to celebrate a wonderful summer, join us at the 
All Church Beach Picnic after the service! Dress casually to 
church, bring your own picnic, and join us at Lake Forest   
beach! If you need a beach pass, contact Sarah Seccombe at  
sseccombe@firstchurchlf.org. 

Playground Church on Sundays
Children ages three years and up are gathering on the 
playground for a morning of free play, storytelling, crafts, and 
activities to focus on God's message. So please drop off and 
pick up your children from the playground.

Join the Summer Choir!
We invite you to join our summer choir - an excellent 
opportunity to participate in our music ministry in a low-
commitment environment. Register in advance on the church 
website. If you have any questions, contact Tom Tropp at 
ttropp@firstchurchlf.org. Next summer choir date: August 29. 

Wednesday Night Suppers
Please join us every Wednesday for Wednesday Night Suppers. 
Gather with us for a catered buffet supper out on the lawn 
behind the cottage. Bring your family and friends, and come 
and go as you please between 5:30-7:00 PM, we would like to 
encourage you to arrive anytime! No registration is required, 
but we ask that you let us know you are coming by calling 
the church at 847.234.6250. It helps us with planning for the 
evening.



To give online or fulfill your pledge: FirstChurchLF.org/give
Pastor Clint’s day off is on Monday. Pastor Kristie’s day off is on Friday.

700 North Sheridan Road  
Lake Forest, IL 60045 
847.234.6250 | FirstChurchLF.org
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