
Confirmation Week 7 Homework Assignment 
 

BIG Question of the Week: Who is your Lord and Savior? Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior.  

 

While we talked about Jesus as Lord last week in Confirmation, this week we examine what it 

means to claim Jesus as our savior. By exploring two Bible stories, we discover what salvation 

truly means and how it helps us understand how God wants us to live. 

 

The apostle Paul writes in Ephesians 2, “ You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which 

you once lived, following the course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the 

spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient…But God, who is rich in mercy, out 

of the great love with which he loved us even when we were dead through our trespasses, made 

us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved” (Ephesians 2:1-2, 4-5). He doesn’t 

mean we are physically dead, but rather spiritually dead. We are people of the world, able to be 

tempted to seek out our own personal gain above all else, even at the expense of our neighbors. 

But God offers us an incredible gift – grace. 

 

Grace is a gift from God we cannot earn nor necessarily deserve, but God gives it to us anyway. 

God saves us from our spiritual death through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

But what exactly does salvation mean and look like? And how are we then supposed to act? 

Explore these two Bible stories and answer the questions that follow each to find out! 

 

Bible Story #1 – Salvation as Freedom 
 

Find Luke 19:1-10 in your bible, and read the story of Zacchaeus. Some background on the 

story: Zacchaeus was a tax collector who was despised by the people living in Jesus’ time. They 

were seen as part of the oppressive Roman government and they often were greedy and took 

advantage of their neighbors. Because of that, Jesus’ action was SHOCKING to the people 

around him.  

 

Answer these questions about the story in at least 1-2 sentences each. 

1. What did Zacchaeus need to be saved from? 

 

 

 

 

2. In what way is this a story of salvation? Was Zacchaeus dead spiritually? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this story tell us about what God is like? Who will God seek out to help? 

  



Bible Story #2 – Salvation as Forgiveness 
 

Find Luke 15:11-32 in your bible and read the classic story, The Parable of the Prodigal Son. 

Some background on the story: Jesus often taught people about God by using parables – fables 

that people could relate to and imagine themselves as a part of. Most people expect that doing 

good things and working hard will earn them a reward, while acting poorly and foolishly will 

earn them punishment. Jesus flips their thinking upside down in this parable however! 

 

Answer these questions about the story in at least 1-2 sentences each. 

1. What did the prodigal son need to be saved from? 

 

 

 

2. In what way is this a story of salvation? How did the prodigal son feel at the end of this? 

 

 

 

3. What does this story tell us about what God is like? Will God punish and condemn those 

people who most need and ask for God’s help and forgiveness, or will God offer them 

grace and healing? 

 

 

 

 

 

Putting It All Together 
 

We have read a couple stories about what God values. Zacchaeus was spiritually dead, looking 

only to benefit himself in his greed, but Jesus chose to spend time with him and offer him love 

and compassion, even when others didn’t agree with him. And Zacchaeus was reborn with new 

life! The prodigal son didn’t necessarily deserve the party his father threw for him, but the father 

was so happy to have his son back that he forgave all of his son’s mistakes; the son was dead, but 

came back to life in a spiritual sense! When we accept Jesus as our savior, we say that we 

accept these attributes about God and will seek to do that ourselves. In the space below, 

write a paragraph about how you can live out these lessons in your life. 


