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 Prayer of Preparation 
Faithful God, we profess
that you are the light of the world.
Empower us through our worship of you today,
that we may live as children of the light
and be faithful witnesses to your love in the world.
We pray this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

 Prelude 
Chorale Prelude and Fugue  Johannes Brahms (1833-1897)
on the Lenten Hymn O Traurigkeit, O Herzeleid  
(O Darkest Woe, Ye Tears Forth Flow)

  The Welcome and Opening Prayer 
Jesus Christ and our faith community welcome you to worship today.
We are a community that prays for and with one another. If you wish, we invite you 
to fill out a Joys & Concerns card (in the pew rack) to share your prayer request. 
If you are a visitor and would like us to get in touch with you, please provide your 
information on the back of the Joys & Concerns card. An usher will collect them later 
in the service.
During the service, you are invited to stand as you are able where an asterisk (*) is 
printed, and speak or sing in unison all passages in bold.
Let us take a few moments of silence as we prepare our hearts to worship God.

 Lighting the Christ Candle

 Introit
Lay Your Healing Hands Upon Me  Rollo A. Dilworth, 2002

Lord, lay your hands upon me; O Lord, won’t you lay your healing hands upon me?
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*Call to Worship
Leader: Scripture is full of questions…  
People: Where are you?
Leader: Am I my brother’s keeper?  
People: Whom shall I send?
Leader: Who do you say that I am?
People: Who sinned? 
Leader: How many times shall I forgive?
People: If God is for us, who can be against us? 
Leader: Scripture is full of questions, 
 so just like those in our scriptures,  
 may we bring our full curiosity  
 and wonder into this space. 
People: Let us ask and seek after our merciful God.

*Hymn of Praise NO. 450

Be Thou My Vision  TUNE: SLANE

 Word for Children & the Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Following the Word for Children, Preschool through 4th graders may leave for
Children's Church. Middle Schoolers are invited to help lead Children's Church or
remain in worship. Please pick up your children from room 213.

 Call to Confession
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 Prayer of Confession and Words of Forgiveness
Leader: Who here has sinned? 
People: We have sinned. We put our heads in the sand. We ignored  
 people in need. We make false assumptions and fail to be kind.  
 We are in need  of forgiveness. 
Leader: Good news! Our God is a merciful God. God does not punish,  
 hold grudges, or keep score. When you suffer, God weeps.  
 When you sin, God forgives. When you lose your way, 
 God comes running. 
People: Thanks be to God for a love like that. 
 Have you sinned? 
Leader: I have sinned. I put my head in the sand. I ignore people in need. I make   
 false assumptions and fail to be kind. I, too, am in need of forgiveness. 
People: Good news! Our God is a merciful God. God does not punish,  
 hold grudges, or keep score. When you suffer, God weeps.  
 When you sin, God forgives. When you lose your way,  
 God comes running. 
Leader: Thanks be to God for a love like that. Amen. 

*Sung Response NO. 654

  In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful TUNE: IN THE LORD I'LL BE EVER THANKFUL
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5   If you have felt your courage fail 
     before a violent sea 
     and cried to God, who stilled the storm, 
     and made the wild wind ßee, 
     then in the congregation praise 
     the One who heard your plea.

6   So praise the One whose love is great, 
     whose kindness is well-known. 
     Consider well the healing hand 
     and help you have been shown,
     and tell the world what God has done. 
     Praise God and God alone!

THANKSGIVING

654In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful

This refrain from the ecumenical monastic community at Taizé, France, is meant for repeated singing. A
wonderful quilt of psalm-like phrases, it would be appropriate at any time but the concluding emphasis on
the nearness of the Lord makes it especially Þtting for use in Advent.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Taizé Community, 1986
MUSIC: Jacques Berthier, 1986
Text and Music © 1991 Les Presses de Taizé (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.)

IN THE LORD I’LL BE EVER THANKFUL
Irregular 

653-give 654-in.mus, Page 2
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*Sharing the Peace of Christ
Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you. 

 Anthem
Open My Eyes Clara H. Scott (1841–1897), arr. Hal H. Hopson

Open my eyes, that I may see
glimpses of truth thou hast for me.
Place in my hands the wonderful key
that shall unclasp and set me free.
Silently now I wait for thee,
ready, my God, thy will to see.
Open my eyes; illumine me, Spirit divine!

Open my ears, that I may hear
voices of truth thou sendest clear.
And while the wave-notes fall on my ear,
everything false will disappear.
Silently now I wait for thee,
ready, my God, thy will to see.
Open my ears; illumine me, Spirit divine!

Open my mouth, and let me bear
gladly the warm truth everywhere.
Open my heart, and let me prepare
love with thy children thus to share.
Silently now I wait for thee,
ready, my God, thy will to see.
Open my heart; illumine me, Spirit divine!
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 Scripture Lesson John 9:1-12

As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him,  
"Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" Jesus 
answered, "Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s 
works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of him who sent me while 
it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am 
the light of the world." When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud 
with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, "Go, wash in 
the pool of Siloam" (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back 
able to see.

The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, "Is 
this not the man who used to sit and beg?" Some were saying, "It is he." Others 
were saying, "No, but it is someone like him." He kept saying, "I am the man." But 
they kept asking him, "Then how were your eyes opened?" He answered, "The man 
called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, 'Go to Siloam and 
wash.' Then I went and washed and received my sight." They said to him, "Where is 
he?" He said, "I do not know."

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

 Sermon
"What Do You See?" Rev. Kristie W. Finley

*Hymn of Response NO. 442

Just as I Am, without One Plea   TUNE: WOODWORTH

 Sharing of Our Joys and Concerns

 Pastoral Prayers

Choral Response
Threefold Amen Traditional
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 Offering
Thou Man of Grief, Remember Me  Gardner Read

*Doxology (unison)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*Affirmation of Faith
Leader: We believe in a merciful God, 
People: a God who does not keep score, 
 a God who wants good for us. 
Leader: We believe in a creative God, 
People: a God who would heal with mud, 
 a God capable of seeing what we cannot. 
Leader: We believe in a saving God, 
People: a God who heals, 
 a God who greets our questions with patience, 
 a God who sends us out with hope in our step. 
Leader: What wondrous love is this. Amen.

*Hymn of Sending NO. 653 (stanzas 1, 2, 3, and 6)

Give Thanks to God Who Hears Our Cries  TUNE: MORNING SONG

You may give online or fulfill your pledge by scanning the QR code 
with your mobile phone, or go to firstchurchlf.org/give.  
Thank you for your generosity!
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*Benediction

*Benediction Response
  Lay Your Healing Hands Upon Me  Rollo A. Dilworth, 2002

*Postlude
Ah, Holy Jesus Johannes Brahms

Parts of today's worship liturgy are adapted from "Seeking" by A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org
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Coming up...

Iona Pilgrimage 2024

The last day to sign up for the Iona Pilgrimage is on 
Monday, March 27 If you are interested, find more details at 
progressivepilgrimage.com/lakeforestiona. 

If you have any questions, please contact  
Pastor Kristie Finley at kfinley@firstchurchlf.org.

Guest Speaker: Rabbi Evan Moffic
Wednesday, March 22, 7:00 PM, South Parlor

Rabbi Evan Moffic will explore with us the Jewish Seder 
tradition. Copies of "What Every Christian Needs to Know 
About Passover: What it Means and Why it Matters"is 
available for purchase outside the church office today.

Details: firstchurchlf.org/guest-speaker-evan-moffic

Save the Date for the Spring Rummage Sale: Saturday, May 6
Your donations help our mission efforts!  

The last day for rummage drop-off is Thursday, April 6

Holy Week

This Holy Week (April 2 - 7), we invite you to visit our Prayer 
Stations and Labyrinth, designed for all ages, for reflection 
and prayer. As we seek this Lenten season, we encourage 
you to stay curious, open, and nimble, as you seek answers 
to the big questions about our lives and our faith.
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View our Weekly Schedule of ministries, and find details and Zoom links 
on our church website: www.firstchurchlf.org/ministries

Church Website: www.firstchurchlf.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/firstchurchlf
Instagram, Twitter, YouTube: @firstchurchlf

Coming up...

Easter Flowers

Offerings for flowers are welcomed in memory or honor 
of a loved one, to beautify the sanctuary and remind us of 
the glory of God’s creation and Christ’s resurrection. Make 
an online offering at firstchurchlf.org/easter-flowers or 
in person by Tuesday, April 4 at 5:00 PM. If you have any 
questions, please contact Sarah Seccombe at  
sseccombe@firstchurchlf.org.

Become more engaged with our church community!

Interested in learning more about First Pres and becoming 
more engaged? Maybe you're interested in becoming 
a member? For information or to start the membership 
process, we are excited to offer in person gatherings 
starting in April. Let us know if you would like to be kept 
informed on dates and details by contacting  
Diane Quinn at dianequinn@mac.com. 

Maundy Thursday Dinner Church 
Thursday, April 6, 6:00 PM, Great Room

We gather around the table for supper, worship, and 
communion as we reflect on the Last Supper of Jesus and 
his disciples. 

Sign up by Tuesday, April 4 on the church website: 
firstchurchlf.org/maundy-thursday
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Worship Participants
Rev. Kristie W. Finley
Rev. Jim Cochrane
Dr. Tom Tropp
Susan Noble
Dr. Susan Klotzbach
Sanctuary Choir
Henry Thomas, AV Support
Georgia Sottosanto-Sorenson, AV Support
Ryder Gamrath, AV Support

Serve, Learn & Connect
For our weekly ministries and Zoom links 
firstchurchlf.org/ministries

Share Joys & Concerns  
Kristie Finley 224.544.1967
Home Communion  
Kristie Finley 224.544.1967
Arrange a Wedding or Baptism  
Sarah Seccombe 224.544.1958
Engagement & Membership  
Diane Quinn dianequinn@mac.com
Mission 
Stewart Kerr 224.544.1968

Give
Give online or fulfill your pledge: 
scan the QR code 
or go to FirstChurchLF.org/give.

This Week's Calendar
TODAY

8:00 AM  Boy Scouts Flower Sale, Church Lobby
8:45   Nursery open until 11:45 AM, Room 212
9:00  Worship, Sanctuary
9:15  Children’s Faith Building, Rooms 215, 219 
  Middle School: 5-7th grade, Stuart Room 214
10:00  Fellowship, Great Room
10:30  Worship, Sanctuary
10:45  Children’s Church, Tower Room 213
11:30  Fellowship, Great Room
5:00 PM  Middle School Youth Group, Youth Lounge
6:00  Co-Pastor Nominating Cmte., S. Parlor/Zoom
7:00  Senior High Youth Group, Youth Lounge 

MON

9:30 AM  Rummage Sorting, Rummage Sorting Room
7:00 PM  Session Meeting, South Parlor/Zoom

TUE

9:30 AM  Tuesday Women's Bible Study, Parish House
1:00 PM  Prayer Shawl Ministry, South Parlor 
  Adult Bible Study, Zoom
6:00  Lakeminster Ringers, Sanctuary
6:30  Buildings & Grounds Cmte. Meeting, S. Parlor/Zoom
7:00  Women’s Evening Bible Study, Zoom
7:30  Boy Scouts, Fellowship Hall/Room 012

WED

7:00 AM  Lenten Morning Service, Sanctuary
7:30  Lenten Breakfast, Great Room
10:00   Wed. Women’s Bible Study, South Parlor/Zoom
4:15 PM  Children’s Carol Choir, Music Room
5:00  Children’s Cherub Choir, Music Room 
  Confirmation Class, Stuart Room 214
5:30  Wednesday Night Supper, Great Room  
  Chancel Bells, Sanctuary
6:00  Children’s Faith Building, South Parlor
7:00  Speaker: Rabbi Evan Moffic, South Parlor/Zoom  
   Worship Ensemble Rehearsal, Sanctuary 
  Taizé, Live Stream 

THU

6:30 AM  Daybreakers Men's Ministry, South Parlor/Zoom
9:30  Rummage Sorting, Rummage Sorting Room
10:00  Knit One, Pray One, South Parlor
7:00 PM  Sanctuary Choir, Music Room

FRI

7:00 AM  Men of Corinth Bible Study, Great Room/Zoom

Pastor on call: Pastor Clint 630.220.7814 
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